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Biennial Council 


KATHRYN McGUIRE WILLIAMS 


HE Eleventh Biennial Council of Pi Lambda 

Theta met in Palo Alto, California, at beau- 
tiful Lagunita Court of Leland Stanford Uni- 
versity, August 1-5, 1939. Delegates from 
thirty-six college chapters and seventeen alumnz 
chapters, representing more than 4000 active 
members and indirectly the 13,000 who have 
been initiated into Pi Lambda Theta, national 
officers, and many visitors, brought an attend- 
ance of over one-hundred-fifty, the largest Bien- 
nial Council in our history. 

We were warmly welcomed to the West by 
the many chapters and individuals who com- 
bined to make the Council a most enjoyable and 
stimulating meeting. Everyone, I know, went 
home enriched by the inspiration and friendships 
of the Council. 

President Beulah Clark Van Wagenen had 
atranged a fine program. Participation of all 
delegates in the determination of policies of 
the organization was secured by the plan of 
having many small discussion groups meeting 
simultaneously and reporting later in general 
assembly the results of their thinking. Reports 
from the discussion groups are included in the 
Minutes. 

Group I, Eligibility and constitution problems 

Group II, Adequacy of membership program 

Group III, The chapter's money and accounting for it 
Group IV, Aids to employment through Pi Lambda 

Theta 
Groups V and IX, Information, Please! 

Group VI, Ways of making Pi Lambda Theta a useful 
and effective agent on the campus 

Group VII, The relation of Pi Lambda Theta to other 
organizations 

Group VIII, Methods by which chapters and field 
members can help to improve the education cur- 
riculum and standards of teacher training 

Group A, How to professionalize our work 

Group B, How to improve our leadership technique 

Group C, How can Pi Lambda Theta contribute to its 
members, those professionally and those not profes- 
sionally employed 

Group D, How can Pi Lambda Thetans carry their 
loads as citizens in a democracy 


The Council elected new national officers: 


Dr. Helen Walker, second vice-president, for 
four years. 

Miss Ruth Kenney, treasurer, for four years. 

Mrs. Caroline Garbe Mitchell, member-at- 
large, for two years. 

Definite steps were taken to promote one of 
the primary purposes of Pi Lambda Theta, the 
professionalizing of education by the encourage- 
ment of research and publication. 


JOURNAL 


The Council approved the present JOURNAL 
policy and authorized printing of an extra issue 
this year, a monograph to contain reports of the 
five studies, winning Fellowship Awards in 
1939, and the study of Frances E. Jones, holder 
of the Fellowship in 1932-33. 


Pr LAMBDA THETA FUND 


The Council voted to transfer $1,000 from 
the general fund to the Pi Lambda Theta Fund, 
making the total over $2,000, and authorized 
appointment of a committee to outline suitable 
uses for this fund. 


FELLOWSHIP 


The Council received and accepted the report 
of the Fellowship Committee planning to con- 
tinue the Fellowship awards on the present basis 
—awards of $250 for best studies submitted in 
accordance with announcement of Fellowship 
Awards calling for completed research on sub- 
jects along certain lines. 

Reports of the four winning studies in 1939 
will be published in a monograph. 


LoAN FUND 


The Council received and accepted the report 
of the Loan Fund Board that eleven loans, 
totaling over $4,000 had been made since the 
fund became operative in 1936, and that the 
calibre of the applicants had been particularly 
high. There is now about $2,500 in the fund 
available to help worthy applicants. 
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NATIONAL STUDY PROGRAM 
Judging from the expressed enthusiasm of 
chapters and delegates the Executive Committee 
decided that for 1939-41 Pi Lambda Theta 
should again have a national study program, and 
that program material should be made available 
as early as possible. 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
Because life-membership payments are the 
basis of the Loan Fund, and assist in support of 
our publications, it is particularly important that 
every member be encouraged to become a na- 
tional life member as soon as possible. 


FINANCES 

From a financial point of view Pi Lambda 
Theta found itself in a good position. The Coun- 
cil and Executive Committee approved continua- 
tion of assessments as now scheduled except that 
the Biennial Council assessment for chapters is 
reduced to $30 for the biennium. 

The inspiring program features of the Coun- 
cil included: 


ADDRESSES 


Dr. Mary Sinclair Crawford, Dean of Women, Uni- 
versity of Southern California, and honorary 
member of Pi Lambda Theta. 

Women’s Leadership in International Co-operation 

Dr. Grayson Kefauver, Dean, School of Education, 
Stanford University. 





The Home and the State in the Training of Youth 
Dr. Helen B. Pryor, Director of Hygiene and Physical 
Education for Women, Stanford University. 

Women and Leadership in the Home 


PANEL DISCUSSION 
Lois Dart Suffield presiding 
Topic: Women as Leaders in Contemporary Life; 
Their Qualifications and Hindrances 
Panel Participants: 
Chairman, Professor I. James Quillen, Stanford 
University 
Speaker, Dr. Ernest Hilgard, Department of Psy. 
chology, Stanford University 
Miss Anastasia Doyle, Acting Dean of Women, 
Summer Session, Stanford University 
Dr. Bess Goodykoontz, Asst. Com. of Education, 
Office of Education, Washington, D.C. 
Dr. H. C. Hand, Professor of Education, Stanford 
University 
Dr. Paul Hanna, Professor of Education, Stanford 
University 
Dr. Ruth Memmler, Instructor of Human Anatomy, 
Los Angeles City College 


PRESENTATION 
Drama and the Related Arts. 
Margery Bailey in charge 

The social affairs of the Council were many, 
and very successful. In fact the whole Council 
program was so full of enjoyable and profitable 
experiences for every one of us, that the time 
from Wednesday to Saturday seemed all too 
short. It was the “biggest and best’’ Council ever 
held! 
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President’s Report to Council 


BEULAH CLARK VAN WAGENEN 


INTRODUCTION 


y PRESENTING this report, the president of 
your organization has the pleasure of sum- 
marizing your activities. You have already heard 
the reports of the excellent work done by the 
other national officers, and later during our 
Council you will hear reports of the work carried 
on by the various standing committees. Through- 
out the biennium, you have had in every issue 
of the JOURNAL reviews and reports of activities 
engaged in by national officers, national com- 
mittee members, and individual chapters and 
members. It becomes my pleasant responsibility 
to summarize .all of these activities so that you 
may see the extent and quality of the program 
of our organization. 

May I reverse the common order, and, instead 
of waiting until the close of my report, mention 
now the great debt I owe to my co-workers? 
Whatever Pi Lambda Theta has achieved in the 
past biennium has come about through the 
whole-hearted co-operation of members of the 
Executive Committee, members of national 
committees, chapter officers, and individual 
members. I do want to thank all of you most 
heartily for this great support. 


SUMMARIZATION 


Because the number and quality of its mem- 
bership speaks so strongly for the well-being of 
an organization, I shall review first our growth 
during the past biennium. From 1937 to 1939, 
2320, the largest number to be initiated in a 
biennium, became members, bringing the total 
to 13,731. Of this number, there are 496 life 
members, 34 honorary members, and 51 national 
field members. Of our total number, 4141, al- 
most one-third, maintain active affiliation with 
the national organization. This is a definite in- 
crease in the percentage of active members and 
is a record of which we may justly be proud. 
It does not mean, however, that there are not 
phases of our membership program which should 
give us concern. For instance, some chapters have 


reported that although there are many students 
available for initiation, only a few are invited 
to join. In other chapters a large number may be 
invited to become members, while only a few 
are actually initiated. In still other chapters, too 
few are eligible and consequently only a few 
are initiated. Also, there is a problem of even 
fewer undergraduates being initiated than in 
former years. The hope was expressed at our last 
Council that by the revision of the Constitution 
and By-Laws more undergraduates might be initi- 
ated. Figures show, however, that during the 
last biennium the percentage of undergraduates 
and faculty members who have been initiated 
has been smaller than in recent years. It is inter- 
esting, but a bit discouraging, to note that during 
the period 1937-39 only 154 members trans- 
ferred their membership. This may indicate that 
active chapters are not giving sufficient encour- 
agement to their members to join alumnz chap- 
ters or that alumnz chapters are not sufficiently 
alert in discovering possible new members who 
have come into their community. The report on 
life membership is encouraging, but not in every 
respect. All of the life members of the past bi- 
ennium come from 25 chapters, leaving almost 
half of our chapters without a single new life 
member. In going over the records since life 
membership has been established, it is found that 
14 chapters, 8 of them college chapters, have no 
life members; while, on the other hand, Rho 
reports 80, Alpha 55, Delta 38, Lambda 35, Eta 
34, and others large numbers. These figures 
would seem to indicate that some chapters are 
much more concerned than others and give much 
more attention to their life membership program. 
Now and then a report has reached the President 
that chapters have discouraged their members 
from taking out life membership because, accord- 
ing to their constitution and by-laws, such af- 
filiation meant the loss of local membership 
dues. 

As you are aware, Pi Lambda Theta in Feb- 
ruaty 1939 invited an outstanding woman to 
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become an honorary member—Judge Florence E. 
Allen. The key was conferred upon her at the 
banquet held in connection with the meeting of 
the American Association of Schoo! Administra- 
tors in Cleveland. As you have read from Judge 
Allen’s address, her invitation to membership 
was regarded by her as one of the highest honors 
she has received. 

Two new chapters have been added to Pi 
Lambda Theta during the biennium—Alpha 
Lambda at Southern Methodist was installed by 
Miss Granger in May 1938; and Alpha Mu at 
the University of New Mexico in April 1939. 
The Women’s Honorary Educational Association 
at the University of Buffalo has met all require- 
ments for membership and will be installed in 
the early fall. Although there have been requests 
for information concerning the founding of 
alumnz chapters in various sections of the coun- 
try, it is with regret that I report that no alumnz 
chapter has been added to our roll of chapters. 

It is well to note here that the Executive Com- 
mittee approved the change of name of the 
Southern California Alumnz Chapter, upon its 
request, to the Los Angeles Alumnz Chapter. 

Following the last biennium, there was a re- 
vision of Article IV of our By-Laws, pertaining 
to “Members, Powers, Duties, and Affiliation.” 
This change in the national Constitution made it 
necessary for chapters to rewrite theirs. The 
Eligibility and Constitution Committees have 
worked hard and diligently and with great help- 
fulness in making these revisions. It is to be 
hoped that these changes will relieve tensions 
and handicaps under which chapters have 
worked on their membership problems and that 
even higher standards of membership will be 
attained. 

You have heard the splendid report of the 
Treasurer and will see the progress our organiza- 
tion has made in putting our business on a basis 
which is considered by the Executive and Finance 
Committees to be more adequate to our expand- 
ing activities. During the Council there will be 
further discussion and recommendations concern- 
ing the administration of our business. 

As important as are all these business aspects 
of our national organization, it is the construc- 
tive program carried on that really determines 


the value of our leadership. May I report on 
three aspects that seem worthy of special men- 
tion ? 

The first is the National Study Program, 
which has met with great approval by our chap- 
ters and with much interest from outside groups. 
In 1937-38 a choice of topics was given, but in 
1938-39 the whole program centered around the 
topic: ‘Propaganda: What It Is; How It Works; 
What to Do about It.” This has been a particu- 
larly timely subject and has been studied by 
more than one-third of our chapters. 

The second point concerns our publications. 
According to the policy adopted at the last Coun- 
cil there have been some revisions in the policy 
of the JOURNAL. It has been enlarged and has 
frequently devoted an issue to the presentation of 
various points of view on one subject. This 
change has met with most hearty approval, not 
only by our chapters but also by educators. So 
genuine has been the interest from some of our 
outside readers that a request has been made 
from them as well as from some of our members 
that the JOURNAL be listed in The Readers’ 
Guide. The editor will investigate this possibil- 
ity and will report. In the last issue the editor 
has called upon the chapters to make further sug- 
gestions on the type of publication they wish ours 
to be. Later in our program this topic will be 
open for discussion. 

Under the chairmanship of Mrs. Falk, a com- 
mittee has worked during the last few months on 
the preparation of a leaflet descriptive of the 
purposes and work of Pi Lambda Theta. It is 
hoped that this will be a very valuable piece of 
literature for initiates, deans, and others inter- 
ested in educational organizations. 

A committee composed of Miss Goodykoontz, 
Chairman, and Miss Foulkes have, during the 
past year, made the final revision of the Book 
of Ceremonies and arranged for its publication. 

In the third place, Pi Lambda Theta has been 
very active in promoting its program of research. 
Through the Loan Fund Board, it has aided ten 
students in further study or in completing re- 
search for their doctorates. Some of these women 
have already received their degrees and are now 
holding important positions. During the bien- 
nium, a Fellowship Committee has been dili- 
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gently at work making plans for a new use of 
the Ella Victoria Dobbs Fellowship Fund of 
$1,000. At the Executive Committee meeting 
two years ago, it was voted that awards should 
be given for completed research. During the past 
year, sixteen studies were entered in the competi- 
tion. One member of the committee wrote: “Six 
or eight of the studies are good enough for us to 
feel satisfied that any of them would merit an 
award.” The original plan was to give three 
awards, but because the committee found it very 
difficult to make the final selection between the 
third and the fourth, the Executive Committee 
gave the Fellowship Committee power to grant 
four awards. You will hear during our Council 
the report of one of the pieces of research car- 
tied on by a chapter. It is a pleasure to be able to 
state at this time that Miss Frances E. Jones, 
who received the Ella Victoria Dobbs Research 
Award in 1932-33, has completed her study and 
that it will be published immediately. You will 
hear a summarization of that report also. 

The Executive Committee has had five meet- 
ings during the biennium, the principal one be- 
ing held in June 1938. Because so many of the 
national officers have been able to attend the 
annual convention of the American Association 
of School Administrators, it has been possible 
for the committee to meet and conduct business 
at that time. Each year in February during these 
meetings, there has been the usual Pi Lambda 
Theta banquet. The banquets have been well at- 
tended and have been a source of great pleasure 
for all. One of the most stimulating features is 
our introduction of members. To hear described 
the wide varieties of work and the great respon- 
sibilities undertaken by members of Pi Lambda 
Theta is a real inspiration. At the banquet last 
winter all members were greatly impressed and 
inspired by the presence of Judge Allen and by 
her address: “The Constitution: An Instrument 
for Freedom.” 

Pi Lambda Theta has been asked to partici- 
pate in the programs of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science, the World 
Federation of Education Associations, the Pan- 
Pacific Women’s Association, and the Young 
Women’s Christian Association. When Com- 
missioner Studebaker called together this year a 


committee to discuss the need for a study of 
national honor societies, your president was 
asked to serve on the committee. In this capacity, 
the representatives from such organizations as 
our own served unofficially and naturally could 
not represent their organizations. Your president 
was asked to represent Pi Lambda Theta at the 
annual deans’ banquet in Cleveland. 

Since the early beginnings of Pi Lambda 
Theta, it has been the aim of the national officers 
to visit all chapters. As in former years, it has 
been impossible, because of arrangement of 
schedules, to carry out the plan in full, but the 
majority of our chapters have had either official 
visits or social visits from national officers. The 
visiting has been quite well distributed among 
the various officers in order to reduce expenses, 
to give to each national officer an opportunity to 
see chapters at work, and to give her the stimula- 
tion that comes from contact with Pi Lambda 
Thetans in different sections of the country. The 
National President is very grateful to the na- 
tional officers, the Executive Secretary, and to 
Mrs. Genevieve Knight Bixler, who have made 
chapter visits. With the increase in our number 
of chapters and the necessary expense involved, 
it is important that we think wisely about our 
plans for official visits so that they can be han- 
dled in a satisfactory manner for chapters and so 
that sufficient benefit from the visits will be de- 
rived to merit the expending of money for this 


purpose. 
LOOKING AHEAD 


In arranging the program for Council, the 
Program Committee tried to include for discus- 
sion and consideration (1) the suggestions that 
came from chapters and individuals, and (2) 
the topics that are of general concern to our 
whole organization. It was impossible to get all 
requests into the program or even to list all the 
points which should be considered at this Coun- 
cil. However, some of the topics on which we 
need to think together are reviewed here. 

First: It is essential that Pi Lambda Theta re- 
evaluate the work of the past and lay out its 
course for the future. What should be the future 
goals of Pi Lambda Theta? What should be the 


nature of our work and of its administration? 
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There is general agreement that Pi Lambda 
Theta should continue to maintain high stand- 
ards in education, but how is Pi Lambda Theta 
to do this? Some members feel that Pi Lambda 
Theta should become a more aggressive organi- 
zation, co-operating with various social and civic 
bodies to bring about reforms. Others have sug- 
gested that Pi Lambda Theta should do some- 
thing to help professionalize the field of teach- 
ing, by some such means as devising a teachers’ 
creed. Still others feel that Pi Lambda Theta 
should put on a specific program to protect the 
employment of women in view of the recent 
shift of opinion on that subject. What is Pi 
Lambda Theta to do and to be? Will you help 
the national officers formulate its future policy? 
Second: In sending in annual reports, chapters 
have listed as one of their problems finding a 
sufficient outlet for the service of their group. Is 
the time ripe for Pi Lambda Theta, in its na- 
tional program, to arrange some plan of national 
service in which all chapters may co-operate ? 
Third: Is Pi Lambda Theta to continue its 
national study program? If so, in what direc- 
tion ? If not, what substitution should be made? 
Fourth: Although Pi Lambda Theta created 
at its last Council what is known as the Pi 


Lambda Theta Fund, no plan has been devised 
for the use of the income from it. At the present 
time, the amount held is only $1,127.00, the 
income from which would not amount to a great 
deal. Several members have expressed an interest 
in contributing to the Fund, whenever some plan 
for its use is announced. 

Fifth: One present problem of the Executive 
Committee is how to handle the increasing busi- 
ness of our organization. National officers gen- 
erally employed in full-time positions, find that 
it is difficult to serve you as they would like to 
do because of the human impossibility of devot- 
ing as much attention to correspondence, pro- 
gram planning, etc., as is necessary. I do not 
want to imply here that there has been any lack 
of co-operation or any feeling of giving too 
much to Pi Lambda Theta, but only the desire 
to make Pi Lambda Theta function as smoothly, 
wisely, and helpfully as possible. 

So, delegates and guests of the Eleventh Bien- 
nial Council, with a glance backward and a look 
forward, let us seize the new opportunities of 
service waiting us in our chosen field, rededicate 
ourselves to those purposes to which we have 
pledged our loyalty, and catch a new vision of 
the function of education in a democracy. 


Social Affairs of Council 


ELIZABETH CAMERON BENT 


oo affairs are always a vital part of any 
convention, This was true of our Biennial 
Council, and Pi Lambda Thetans proved them- 
selves leaders, not only in educational thinking 
and planning, but in clever and original forms 
of entertaining. All chapters of the Pacific Coast 
assisted the National Council. 

To those of you who were unable to be with 
us at Stanford and to delegates and other mem- 
bers who were there but who would like to relive 
again the days at Lagunita, here is a social diary 
of a Pi Lambda Thetan at the Eleventh Na- 
tional Biennial Council. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2 


We arrived from eight o’clock until noon to 


be met either at the station or at Lagunita Court 
by hostesses from Upsilon Chapter and Northern 
California Alumnz. Lagunita Court is a lovely 
place. Built about a flower filled court it is truly 
Californian. Our room had flowers and a plate of 
fruit, gifts from Northern California Alumnz. 
These were very welcome to those who had 
been on the train for several days. 

Luncheon was served at the Stanford Union. 
We rushed back to change our clothes for tea 
as there was to be no time after the council 
session. 

Northern California Alumne entertained for 
us at tea at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Ellwood 
Cubberley. Mrs. Herbert Hoover received us 
at her home, a typical Pueblo Indian house, be- 
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fore we went to Mrs. Cubberley’s. From the 
Hoover home we saw far over the Santa Clara 
Valley which has been called “The Valley of 
Heart’s Desire.” The tea at Mrs. Cubberley’s 
welcomed over two hundred Pi Lambda Thetans 
from near and far. Mrs. Cubberley, herself a 
picture as she received the guests with Dr. Cub- 
berley, had added a bit of lavender from her own 
garden to the napkins which were given to the 
guests in the dining room and library where tea 
was served. Dean Anastasia Doyle and the na- 
tional officers of Pi Lambda Theta were in the 
receiving line. 

We were taken to Lagunita to dress for the 
Reunion Dinner. Sigma, Alpha Delta, and Alpha 
Iota united to make the dinner a long remem- 
bered affair. The table decorations and favors 
were typical of Hollywood. Dr. Zelma Langdon 
Huxtable was toastmistress. Two minute speeches 
by delegates gave us chapter high lights of the 
biennium. Three honored founders of Pi Lamb- 
da Theta, Ella Victoria Dobbs, Helen Rhoda 
Hoopes, and Katharine Foulke, spoke briefly. 
At each guest’s place was an address book, the 
gift of the hostess chapters. At the end of the 
dinner each national officer was surprised and 
delighted to receive a beautiful fountain pen 
desk set, engraved with her name. These gifts 
were made possible through the generosity of all 
chapters of Pi Lambda Theta. 


THURSDAY 


The Portland Alumnz greeted us at breakfast 
and gave us “new and views” of the Portland 
region, while at noon members of Kappa Chap- 
ter were hostesses. Clever bookmarks of Oregon 
scenes were found at each place. The luncheon 
was served buffet style out of doors in the court, 
somewhat in the way the early settlers had eaten 
at the first missions in the West. 

In the afternoon we divided into groups, 
climbed into busses and were taken through 
Saratoga (home of Kathleen Norris, Olivia de 





Haviland, and Joan Fontaine), over the Sky- 
line Boulevard to Redwood City where a barbe- 
cue supper had been arranged by Upsilon and 
Omega chapters. Strolling singers entertained us 
at a truly western meal—steaks broiled over an 
open grill—hot rolls and all that goes with such 
a supper—only, truly childlike, we had ice cream 
for dessert. Home to Stanford for an evening 
of drama and the related arts in the new Little 
Theater. 
FRIDAY 

At breakfast Spokane Alumnz and Pi Chap- 
ter greeted us. Members came in quaint covered- 
wagon era costumes to tell us of the Jubilee 
Eastern Washington was having during this year. 

That noon Pasadena Alumnz and Los An- 
geles Alumnz gave us glasses of marmalade at 
luncheon as souvenirs of Southern California. 
All of the hostess chapters had thought of many 
little things that made the convention a truly 
friendly one. 

Friday afternoon after the Council meeting we 
had our picture taken. Then in the company of 
Dr. and Mrs. Cubberley we toured the new Edu- 
cation Building on the campus, the gift of the 
Cubberleys to the University. We were most 
interested in seeing the Pi Lambda Theta room 
for Upsilon’s use, and the fine portrait of Mrs. 
Cubberley, in the financing of which Upsilon’s 
chapter had a part. 

That evening Zeta chapter and Washington 
Alumnz were hostesses at the evening and clos- 
ing banquet. Former president, Dr. Bess Goody- 
koontz was toastmistress. The address of the eve- 
ning was delivered by Dr. Mary Sinclair Craw- 
ford, Dean of Women, University of Southern 
California, an honorary member of Pi Lambda 
Theta. A digest of her talk will appear in the 
December JOURNAL. As we stood to sing the 
hymn, candlelight and friendly faces made us 
realize that the Biennial Convention is much too 
short and that it is an experience which no one 
would ever want to miss. 














New Of_icers 


— new officers were elected to the execu- 
tive committee by the Biennial Council. In 
order that every member may have the feeling 
of personal friendship for these officers, that it 
was the privilege of delegates to enjoy at Coun- 
cil, biographical notes on each officer were re- 
quested for this issue of the JoURNAL. Dr. 
Helen Walker regrets that she was unable to be 
present at Council and to share in its fellowship. 


Helen M. Walker, National Second Vice- 
President 


If members of Pi Lambda Theta seek infor- 
mation as to the professional status of Dr. H. M. 





HELEN M. WALKER 


Walker, they can consult Who’s Who in Amer- 
ica, Who’s Who in American Education, or 
American Men of Science. They will find that 
she has been at Teachers College, Columbia 
University, since 1925, where she is now Asso- 
ciate Professor of Education; that she has written 
and edited books on statistics and mathematics 
and other educational subjects, as well as fre- 
quent articles in professional periodicals; that 
she studied for a semester at the University of 
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London in the Galton Statistical Laboratory, and 
holds a Ph.D. degree from Columbia; that she 
is a member of various professional and techni- 
cal organizations, such as American Statistical 
Association, Mathematical Association of Amer- 
ica, Institute of Mathematical Statistics. 

If information is desired as to Helen M. 
Walker’s semi-professional extra-curricular ac- 
tivities, the list runs about as follows: Foreign 
Policy Association; American Federation of 
Teachers; New York City Affairs Committee; 
Kappa Delta Pi; P.E.O.; (She has been a char- 
ter member of two chapters, as her mother was a 
charter member of Chapter I of Iowa over 50 
years ago) National Board of Young Wom- 
en’s Christian Association; and chairman of the 
Student Standards Study Committee, which is 
making a national survey of the College 
Y.W.C.A., especially with respect to structure 
and organization; Pi Lambda Theta, into which 
she was initiated by Gamma chapter at the Uni- 
versity of Kansas while she was a member of 
the faculty there. In 1936-37 she was director 
of the National Study Program of Pi Lambda 
Theta and since 1937 has been a member of 
the Committee on Research Awards. 

From all these achievements and connections 
one gains a fair impression of Professor Walk- 
er’s intellectual abilities and range of interests. 
From her students—they come from all races, 
lands, and creeds, men and women—comes the 
kind of praise that rates her as a teacher; the 
most frequent phrase heard is, ““She’s an artist.” 
Better still, they know she is their friend, to be 
called on in personal emergency as well as for 
professional advice. 

Add all these together and members of Pi 
Lambda Theta know they have a distinguished 
woman as their new Second Vice-President, but 
they do not yet really know Helen Walker. They 
need to see her in her apartment high on Morn- 
ingside Drive, decked in a gay apron and busy 
about the things women are supposed to enjoy 
and which she really loves to do—making a 
home for herself and her mother, sharing her 
gtacious hospitality with many friends. Skill with 
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statistics has never hurt Helen Walker’s deftness 
with a skillet or whatever it takes to cook and 
serve a scrumptious dinner; she’s a slick artist 
among her pots and pans. Should one ask, “Can 
she make a cherry pie, Billy Boy?” the answer 
is, “And how”! In fact, when still a very young 
girl she built up a college fund for herself as a 
baker of pies. Keosauqua, Iowa, didn’t have to 
worry about its favorite dessert. 

So, to the string of degrees and other campus 
adornments, add the really important items of 
Helen Walker, the skilled homemaker, the al- 
ways tender, companionable daughter, the never- 
failing friend. 


Mary IsHAM JAMES GREEN, 
Alpha Epsilon 


Ruth Kenney, National Treasurer 


My entrance into this world was made in a 
tiny town in southern Kansas, Osage Mission, 
now known as St. Paul. That event was of no 
importance except to me and my parents who 
lived in a small white house not far distant from 
my father’s low office. 

I must have been a great care and worry to 
my parents for I was a sickly baby, who later 
gtew into a puny child. Too, I was very shy 
and entizely inarticulate except with members 
of the family. These two things have always 
been factors in my life. Even now, rich or exotic 
food makes me ill and I’m apt, unless I make 
a special effort, to be too reticent with strangers 
or when in an unknown or unfriendly group. 
And yet I have the reputation of meeting people 
well and of making friends easily. 

Of course, I went to school—grade school, 
high school, university. Both my A.B. and A.M. 
degrees were earned at the University of Kansas. 
My undergraduate major was history and the 
minor mathematics, while the graduate work 
was in history, The graduate thesis, on which I 
spent many, many weeks and months, was titled, 
“World History for High Schools—A Problem 
and a Projected Course.” It is used as an outline 
by several Kansas high school teachers, and 
serves as a basis for a high school correspond- 
ence study course in that field. 

After I was graduated from the University, I 


taught mathematics and one class in American 
history in the Rosedale High School of Kansas 
City, Kansas. During the World War, I spent 
almost two years in Washington, D.C., serving 
in the following positions: In charge of em- 
ployment desk, Civilian Personnel Section of 
the Army Ordnance; assistant office manager in 
the office of Chester W. Cuthell, Special Repre- 
sentative of the Secretary of War to settle war 
claims; and assistant office manager, Contract 
Section, Director of Sales, Army Ordnance. 

From Washington I came to Kansas City, 
Missouri, as assistant employment manager for 
the National Cloak and Suit Company which 
was opening a plant there. To be at home with 
an aged aunt, I later came to Lawrence as as- 
sistant accountant in the home office of the Fra- 
tetnal Aid Union, now the Standard Life In- 
surance Company. Here I worked for the six 
years prior to the time I came back to the Uni- 
versity. Now I am secretary of the Bureau of 
Correspondence Study, University Extension 
Division—a most interesting, though exacting, 
position. 

My chief artistic talent is in the direction of 
flower arrangement, but I am endowed with 
ability to concentrate, to organize, to work rap- 
idly, and to make decisions easily. Though I 
possess an analytical mind and can diagnose 
situations and characters, that does not influence 
my personal regard or opinion. Too, I am used 
to detailed work, so that I should be able to 
handle the work in the office of National Treas- 
urer. 

As a true Kansan, I enjoy seeing and visiting 
in other parts of the United States, but am al- 
ways glad to come home again. 


Caroline Garbe Mitchell, National Member- 

at-Large 

I was born in Wheaton, Illinois, in 1904 (1 
am not at all sensitive about my age because 
after returning to my old home town I discovered 
that subtraction gives everyone’s age). I at- 
tended the Wheaton Public Schools, later taking 
the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy from the 
University of Chicago in 1926, majoring in Edu- 
cation. During the last half of my senior year, 
I made a survey, under Dr. Judd’s direction, of 
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the effectiveness of the control technique in 
twelve Chicago high schools. This aroused my 
interest in teaching techniques so I began gradu- 
ate study the summer following graduation and 
have continued to do so more or less regularly 
ever since. At this time I was initiated into 
Lambda chapter. 

For the next three years I taught in the Lab- 
oratory Schools at the University of Chicago, 
carrying on several experiments in the correlation 
of English and the social studies. In the fall of 
1939 I went to the Bronxville, New York, 
Schools where I carried on an interesting experi- 
ment in creative writing and other creative ac- 
tivities along with the social studies program. 
The following year I was married and returned 
to the Middle West, to Wheaton, to live. That 
year I joined the staff of the Geneva Country 
Day School, a progressive day school, which I 
served in various capacities for seven years. In 
1937 I retired to have a little leisure and to de- 
vote some time to writing children’s stories, but 
neither materialized. There is no leisure and the 
stories are barely begun. 

Almost spontaneously a clientele has devel- 
oped because of the serious need for a consultant 
for learning and behavior problems in this area. 
With no effort on my part, my time is kept filled 
and I have made a number of case studies of 
seriously retarded children. 

I have always believed that teachers and school 
people need to be represented as laymen in vari- 
ous community and civic enterprises. Not infre- 
quently far reaching measures are decided casu- 
ally over a tea table or at a board meeting when 
school authorities or other experts have striven 
in vain for the same things. Therefore, I have 
always worked in organizations in which I felt 
I had a contribution to make for social better- 
ment. 

For several years, I was State Chairman of 





Child Welfare of the Illinois League of Women 
Voters. In that capacity, I had the responsibility 
of planning the program for the State—writing 
study material, speaking before local leagues 
throughout the state, and lobbying for legislative 
measures in the State Legislature. I lobbied for 
the Child Labor Amendment the year it passed 
—an interesting experience in a highly indus- 
trialized state. One winter I gave a series of 
radio talks over a Chicago station on Child Wel- 
fare in the State. At present, I am the local 
chairman of the Education Committee of the 
League and am a member of the State Committee 
to study and prepare materials on a larger school 
unit in the state. Eventually we hope to take 
Illinois out of the doldrums. 

Locally, 1 am a member of the Public Library 
Board and have helped in securing the first 
trained librarian in the community. I am a 
member of a committee which is trying to secure 
co-operation between the schools and the li- 
brary and, as chairman of the Book Committee, 
I am working on the problem of building up 
the children’s collection. I have also taken an 
active part in the Trustee’s section of the Illinois 
Library Association. 

I am Child Welfare Chairman of the local 
Woman’s Club—which gives medical and finan- 
cial assistance to needy children in the public 
schools and am local chairman of the Chicago 
Plant Flower and Fruit Guild which sends flow- 
ers to the underprivileged in Chicago hospitals. 

I try to keep up-to-date on educational mat- 
ters through Pi Lambda Theta, the Chicago As- 
sociation for Child Study and Parent Education, 
lectures and courses at one of the universities in 
Chicago. As a district speaker for the Parent 
Teacher Association, I disseminate some of the 
information. 

My hobbies are gardening, flower arrange- 
ment, dramatics, and breeding Scottish terriers. 
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A Tribute to the Retiring Officers 


BEULAH CLARK VAN WAGENEN 


A’ THE new officers begin their years of serv- 
ice, members of Pi Lambda Theta every- 
where want to thank those retiring officers who 
have served the association so faithfully: 

Mrs. Ethel Falk, our retiring Second Vice- 
president, was a creative and alert member of 
the Executive Committee. Her special contribu- 
tion in the past biennium was serving as editor 
of the JOURNAL. The JOURNAL has spoken so 
well for itself, that you already know of her 
talents in this endeavor. The organization is 
fortunate in having Mrs. Falk continue as edi- 
tor for the next biennium. She will demon- 
strate, it is certain, more of her skill in journal- 
ism. 

Miss Mata Bear, our very able retiring Treas- 
urer, continues to be vitally interested in the 
business aspects of our organization while serv- 
ing as a member of the Finance Committee. 
Because of her concern in securing for Pi Lamb- 
da Theta the most efficient organization and ad- 





ministration of its business, the Executive Com- 
mittee asked Miss Bear to serve as chairman of 
a special committee to study the further cen- 
tralization of our administrative and business 
responsibilities. You will hear from her com- 
mittee later. 

Miss Mary Bell Granger, our former Member- 
at-Large, was always present to assist most gra- 
ciously with any work to be done. She was the 
fortunate one to install our two new chapters in 
the Southwest. She has been a constitutionalist 
during the past biennium and will be for the 
coming one when she continues her services as 
chairman of the Constitution Committee. 

Appreciation for the devotion these officers 
showed toward their responsibilities was ex- 
pressed publicly and spontaneously when the 
Council extended special thanks to each of them. 
Pi Lambda Theta thanks you again, retiring offi- 
cers, and knows it will still receive a good meas- 
ure of your devotion. 





Gifts 


T THE Reunion Dinner in the Union at 
.& Stanford University, August 2, 1939, each 
National officer was presented with a beautiful 
fountain pen desk set. The gifts were expressions 
of appreciation to the officers from all chapters 
of Pi Lambda Theta. Each pen, with its block 
of marble as a base, was engraved with the 
name of the officer to whom it was given. Presi- 
dent Van Wagenen received also a leather desk 
set and correspondence file. 
Letters of appreciation have been sent to all 
chapter presidents, but, in addition, the members 
of the Executive Committee wish to express to 


every member of the organization their gratitude 
for this tribute. 

The appropriateness of the gifts, and the per- 
sonal touch given by the addition of the names, 
make them particularly acceptable. Their per- 
manency gives assurance that the associations and 
satisfactions of the Eleventh Biennial Council 
will not be forgotten by your officers: 

BEULAH CLARK VAN WAGENEN 

KATHRYN McGuIRE WILLIAMS 
Bess GOODYKOONTZ Mata V. BEAR 
Mary BELL GRANGER LOLA STUART ELLER 
Lois DaRT SUFFIELD ETHEL MABIE FALK 
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The Retiring National Officers 


Mata V. Bear, Treasurer 


Miss Mata V. Bear was graduated from Har- 
ris Teachers College, then a two-year normal 
school, in 1920. She immediately became a 
teacher in the elementary schools of St. Louis, 
and through additional study at the University 
of Chicago, she secured a Bachelor's degree in 
1925 with an honor scholarship in Education. 
She then entered the Graduate School and com- 
pleted her Master’s degree. 

Miss Bear was a teacher in the elementary 
schools of St. Louis until January, 1926, when 
she was relieved from active teaching service to 
assist in curriculum revision. In June of that 
year she became an assistant in the Division of 
Tests and Measurements, and was promoted last 
month to the principalship of the Roe elemen- 
tary school. She is a member of the Missouri 
State Teachers Association, the National Educa- 
tion Association, and several other educational 
organizations, and is active in the National Con- 
ference on Research in English, serving at pres- 
ent on its committee of authors for the English 
Handbook to be used in junior high school 
grades. 

Elected to Pi Lambda Theta by the campus 
chapter at the University of Chicago in 1926, 
she later became one of the active members in 
organizing the St. Louis Alumnz chapter where 
she was the first treasurer. Later she became 
national treasurer of Pi Lambda Theta and 
after serving four years she was succeeded by 
Miss Ruth Kenney of the University of Kansas. 

In addition to her work in the National or- 
ganization of Pi Lambda Theta and other educa- 
tional groups, Miss Bear is well known in ele- 
mentary school circles as one of the authors of 
The Daily Life Language Series, and the Di- 
rected Language Practice Books published by 
Ginn and Company. 
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Miss Bear’s principal hobby is managing a 
farm of about one thousand acres located fifty 
miles west of St. Louis. Most of the farm is in 
timber where squirrels are plentiful, as well asa 
few other samples of wild game; but about two 
hundred acres are tillable and constitutes the 
support of the farm under the skillful operation 
of two of her brothers. 


Mary Bell Granger—Member-at-Large 

Miss Mary Bell Granger of Psi chapter has 
been a member-at-large for a term of two 
years. She has also served her local chapter as 
president and as delegate to the National Coun- 
cil. 

Miss Granger received her Bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Texas and her Master's 
from the University of Tennessee. 

She is a teacher in the high school in Austin, 
Texas. Her major outside interest is music. She 
is a member of Mu Phi Epsilon, national music 
sorority, and takes an active part in promoting 
community concerts. 

As chairman of the Constitution Committee, 
Miss Granger has been invaluable to local chap- 
ters. 

She has also made many contributions through 
official visits and the conduct of installation 
services for new chapters. 


Ethel Mabie Falk—Second Vice-President 

Mrs. Ethel Mabie Falk is a charter member 
of Alpha Beta chapter which she served as 
president in 1932-33. 

She was formerly in charge of curriculum 
study in the public schools of Madison, Wiscon- 
sin, where her husband is now Superintendent 
of Schools. 

She has been editor of the JouRNAL for two 
years and was reappointed by the Executive 
Committee for 1939-1941. 
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Eleventh Biennial Council Exhibit 


LUCILLE GOODYKOONTZ 


HE “Information, Please!’ panel is respon- 

sible for this article. At the Thursday morn- 
ing session, your Exhibit Chairman with her 
Committee was requested to “list the unusual 
features which chapters sent for the Stanford 
exhibit; inspect the displays and give concrete 
directions as to the construction of such features 
as scrap books, maps, and charts; describe the 
various methods of mounting; and offer sugges- 
tions for shipping and assembling based on this 
year's experience.” 


EXHIBIT PLAN 


Twenty-four college chapters and four alum- 
nz groups (Central Ohio, Chicago, Portland and 
Washington) sent exhibits. The exhibit was ar- 
ranged upon panels and tables in the Lagunita 
Dining Hall, where most of the general ses- 
sions were held. Every morning Pi Lambda 
Thetans arrived right after breakfast, notebook 
in hand, Between morning round-tables and the 
general sessions, many more clustered near the 
Exhibit. 

Miss Evelyn Ross, a Sigma initiate, who had 
had experience with Southern California School 
Exhibits, was responsible for a small exhibit in 
the foyer of Lagunita Court. This contained ma- 
terials of general interest furnished by National 
Officers, such as: programs, report digests, 
charts, and photographs of the previous bien- 
nials. 

The Executive Secretary asked chapters to 
send their materials by July 20 to the Exhibit 
Chairman. We were delighted with the early 
responses from chapters since this allowed us 
to plan the panels in Los Angeles and secure 
materials wholesale. The Los Angeles Commit- 
tee had hand-lettered white cardboard placards 
to be pinned at the head of the panel displays 
or to be set on tables. These placards identified 
the chapters with their schools or state. 

Royal blue cambric stretched over celotex 
board and fastened with thumb tacks proved a 
solid foundation for photographs, programs, 
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place cards, booklets, maps, charts, posters and 
other mountable material. Mrs. Marie Green, 
our Stanford member, had arranged for eight 
long tables and upon these we stood the boards. 
Each celotex board was covered with three or 
four vertical panels, 27 inches wide and a yard 
long. The lower raw edge was hidden behind a 
table and the upper edge lapped over the back 
and was held by thumb tacks. Common pins 
proved the least destructive device for attaching 
typed or printed sheets. Thumb tacks held on 
directories and pamphlets. Panels were assigned 
in Chapter Directory order. Honorable mention 
goes to the delegates who arrived early and ar- 
ranged their own attractive exhibits. 


ScrAP Book 


Keepers of Records delighted in the scrap 
books from Delta, Alpha Theta, and Upsilon. 
Delta’s attendance record book was happily 
named “Gateway to Friendship.” Their loose- 
leaf scrap book for the last two years was bound 
in leather with gold cut letters and contained 
programs and fine press notices. Washington 
Alumnz enclosed their news letters and pro- 
grams in lovely redwood covers. Alpha Gamma 
had reason to be proud of her fine President’s 
book. 

Dean Cubberley gave the Stanford Pi Lambda 
Theta and Phi Delta Kappa chapters meeting 
and refreshment rooms in his new Memorial 
Education Building. This year Stanford Pi Lamb- 
da Thetans had a beautiful painting of Mrs. 
Helen Van Urem Cubberley by Seymour Thomas 
hung in the Education Library. Tneir Memorial 
Scrap Book entitled ‘Portrait of a Lady” had, 
as frontispiece, a copy of that painting. Pro- 
grams of the Unveiling Ceremony, addresses 
given at the Testimonial Dinner, and messages 
from outstanding educators, completed this book, 
dated May 18, 1939. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Rho chapter needed only tables for her fine 
collection of fifteen books and magazine articles 
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written by their own members. Space alone 
keeps us from listing their impressive and stimu- 
lating publications. These New York authors 
requested their publishers to send display copies 
directly. We have one suggestion for these au- 
thors. In the future please request publishers to 
mark on the fly-leaf, “For the Rho Pi Lambda 
Theta Exhibit.” The Committee was at a loss 
several times to know in which chapter display to 
place the samples. 


PROPERTIES 


Delta members arranged their materials upon 
a large board beside a round table. Their table, 
beautifully laid with chapter symbols and Egyp- 
tian desk set and their University of Pittsburgh 
plaque caused much delighted comment. Char- 
ter members collected in their travels lovely 
Egyptian panels, as gifts, and donated a very 
beautiful desk set with ivory pen handle and 
silver fittings. Other chapters also brought beau- 
tiful satin hangings, attractive candelabra and 
satin table covers. 


SPECIAL DISPLAYS 


Another table display by Kappa which at- 
tracted attention was a model initiation showing 
proper arrangement of ceremonial properties, 
officers and initiates. The figures were pipe 
cleaner models in pastel shades. Gamma sub- 
mitted a chart on heavy wood, 414 feet high, 
with folding wings 3 x 6 feet wide. It stood 
alone and contained a fine display of photo- 
gtaphs, news letters, programs, forms, place 
cards and favors. Miss Mateel Rich’s letter ex- 
plained she would be on hand to help put up 
the chart, but if we needed to open the package 
earlier, simply to remove two screws which held 
the wings folded on top of the main panel. Such 
letters are invaluable aids to an Exhibit Com- 
mittee, and Miss Rich used the same two screws 
in the wings Saturday morning. Lo! her exhibit 
was ready for home shipment in ten minutes. 


PROGRAMS 
Study chairmen enjoyed Nu’s mimeographed 
booklet containing their Summer Program of 
Luncheons at Columbus, Ohio; also the book by 
the Claremont chapter reporting the Reading 


Conference held jointly by Alpha Iota and the 
Department of Education in 1938. Delta’s poster 
on their Summer Tea was suggestive, Sigma out- 
shown with her music scores by her talented 
membership. Portland Alumnz included the 
“Northwest Regional Conference Program.” Al- 
pha Beta submitted three fine programs posters 
on Propaganda entitled “What of It?” “Instru- 
ments for Propaganda,” and “What Can the 
Schools Do?” 


RESEARCH 


Chapter research was very interesting. Al- 
pha Theta chapter submitted two studies, one a 
“Co-operative Study of Columnists in the News- 
papers of Washington, D.C.” This is an out- 
standing example of a study so interesting that 
it challenged the aid of all members and strongly 
influenced the programs of the chapter yet closely 
followed the suggested national study program. 
Their other research, “Study of Educational Of- 
ferings in State and Private Universities,” is also 
to be commended. 

Alpha Theta gives a yearly award for the 
best M.A. thesis in education. They submitted 
copies of the theses which won the last two 
awards. Another chapter stimulating individual 
research is Alpha Alpha with her “Strangers 
Within Our Gates.” 

Lambda exhibited a “Survey of the Demand 
for Courses on the Special Education for Crip- 
pled Children,” in connection with her project 
reported in the March JOURNAL. Central Ohio 
Alumnz chapter brought the original manu- 
script of their research which received the Ella 
Victoria Dobbs Fellowship Award. Sigma also 
exhibited her “Research on Women’s Problems.” 

It is to be regretted that all chapters compet- 
ing for this Fellowship Award did not exhibit 
their studies since this material would stimulate 
research and program chairmen in all chapters. 


CHARTS, POSTERS, MAPS 


Many chapter programs resulted in visual sum- 
maries. Some of these deserve special mention. 
George Washington University’s poster showed 
“Alpha Thetans at Work.” Clever pen and ink 
sketches at the side graphically illustrated their 
vocations. 
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A folder below the chart gave material on the 
“Qualifications of Members.” 

Portland’s Alumnz Charts showed ‘“‘Classifi- 
cations of Members” as to their vocations. Alpha 
Eta at Harvard constructed a fine map entitled 
“A Geographical Distribution of Chapter Mem- 
bers.” Chicago also included an Alumnz Map 
with lines radiating to distant homes of mem- 
bers. 

Central Ohio Alumnz chapter, by large yellow 
placards with blue lettering, displayed in con- 
crete form the activities of the year’s program 
emphasizing service, education, fellowship and 
research. Pictures of the Lotts Creek Com- 
munity School at Cordia, Kentucky, helped us 
evaluate their Social Service project. 

On the Washington Alumnz map lines radi- 
ated from Washington State to dots showing 
where members had scattered. Below was a fine 
index chart. 

Chapter secretaries would enjoy the stationery 
forms submitted. Alpha Beta exhibited an in- 
teresting “Invitation to New Members.” His- 
torians and Record Keepers probably noted 
Nu’s “Key Ceremony”; Alpha Iota’s “Presi- 
dent’s Letter’; Alpha Gamma’s “Temporary 
Petition” ; Eta’s “Purposes of Pi Lambda Theta” ; 
Alpha Eta’s “For Initiation-Inspiration and In- 
formation” and her pamphlet, “The History of 
a Quarter Century of Pi Lambda Theta.” 





EXHIBIT PICTURES 


Friday afternoon, the resourceful Mrs. Green, 
in response to requests by many delegates, had 
a set of exhibit pictures taken. These were on 
display after the last Council session and can still 
be procured at cost from Mrs. Marie Green, 
170 Lunado Court, San Francisco, California. 

Because the request for this report came so 
late in Convention week, this article does not do 
justice to the contents of the books, nor many of 
the fine details of individual displays. Only Fri- 
day between sessions was left for the examina- 
tion as the exhibits were released for home ship- 
ment that evening. Nevertheless your Committee 
hopes that this report will aid and stimulate an 
even more helpful future exhibit by suggesting 
materials for you to save now in anticipation of 
the 1941 Biennial. It has been a real pleasure to 
your Committee to serve you this year. 


MakiE F. GREENE, Upsilon 
KATHERINE TAWNEY, 

Los Angeles Alumnae 
NELLIE COLE, 

’38-’39 Chr., Sigma Research 
MILDRED ABBOTT, 

’38 Chr., Sigma Summer Frolics 
EVELYN Ross, Sigma Initiate 
LUCILLE JOHNSON, Chr. Exhibits 














Evaluation of 1939 Programs 


BESS GOODYKOONTZ 


Btn exhibits of chapter programs at this sum- 
mer’s Council meeting showed unusual pro- 
gress during the past biennium in the attainment 
of our program planning objectives. For one 
thing, chapters are doing “long-range’’ plan- 
ning: they plan for the year and print or multi- 
graph their programs in definite, usable, and 
often very attractive form. This involves setting 
dates for social affairs, planning initiations, and 
in other ways seeing the year’s plans as a whole. 

Furthermore, we have come a long way from 
the lecture-course type of program with invited 
speakers on a miscellany of topics. Now the 
whole trend is toward having a central theme, 
with the half a dozen or more programs of the 
year planned as a series. This series is, more 
often than not, one of the suggested programs 


CHAPTER PROGRAMS IN 


for the national study program. With variations 
for local need and local talent, with many orig. 
inal additions and interpretations, the programs 
are coming to represent something characteristic 
for our association—a Pi Lambda Theta pro- 
gram. 

Finally, the programs are more and more the 
members’ own contributions. Speakers invited 
from the outside are fewer, and those who do 
come are there to help with special, often tech- 
nical aspects, of the topic of the year. Forums, 
panels, excursions, round tables—all participat- 
ing techniques are having their day. 

The chart below attempts to show the pro- 
portion of chapter programs which represent 
achievement in the program-planning objectives 
enumerated. 
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Pi Lambda Theta National Study 
Program for 1939-1941 


PROSPECTUS 
FRANCES E. JONES 


OUR chairman, as have each one of you, has 

spent many hours during the weeks since 
the Biennial Council the first week of August at 
Lagunita Court, Stanford University, listening to 
the broadcasts of the European scenes. One com- 
mentator spoke, particularly, of the excellence 
of the Frenchmen as soldiers because, in part, 
the French have mastered the art of relaxation, 
when off duty. It is indeed, an art to relax 
whether on the military front in a European con- 
flict or on the social front attempting to conserve 
the constructive forces of civilization in a mobile 
and urbanized society. 

It was a recognition of a fact that in con- 
temporary life many are not doing the work of 
their choosing, that a committee appointed by Pi 
Lambda Theta awarded the Ella Victoria Dobbs 
Fellowship for 1932-33 to a study which pro- 
posed an investigation of leisure time uses and 
interests of a group of University alumnz. A 
fundamental assumption of that study was that 
leisure time represented that margin of life 
which exemplified the greatest freedom of 


choice. The findings of such a study would re- 
veal modern woman’s potentialities for recreat- 
ing life. 

Pi Lambda Theta offers to its membership, in 
the field as well as members affiliated with col- 
lege and alumnz chapters, a program of study of 
leisure. This program can be utilized by other 
study groups as well as our own. This program 
can be pursued as an individual endeavor for 
analysis. 

The four major objectives will include: I. 
Personal experiences of recreating during the 
summer; II. Personal analysis of leisure; III. Pi 
Lambda Theta as a group and their experiences 
of leisure; IV. Community experience of leisure. 

Your committee urges you to utilize this pro- 
gtam which has been made possible from your 
own research funds. May it prove of assistance 
to you in achieving a clearer understanding of 
your leisure and, from that increased understand- 
ing, may each one of us find more adequacy in 
our leisure as a source for recreating our per- 
sonalities in days of stress. 


PROGRAM I 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCES OF RECREATING DURING THE SUMMER 


Have each member bring some article, a snap- 
shot, or other item connected with an experience 
of recreation during the summer. (All the items 
to be arranged on display.) A guessing contest 
could be conducted in connection with the dis- 
play. 

Have writing materials available for all mem- 
bers. 

Allow members one-half hour to write a de- 
scription of a summer's recreating experience. 

Suggested points to be covered in story: 

(1) How, when, where. 


(2) Factors involved as cost, personalities, 
and time. 

(3) Reason for selecting this particular ex- 
perience. 

Dependent upon time allowed for programs 
and number present, reading of some of the ex- 
periences may continue the program. 

For the larger group, a committee is suggested 
to read the experiences before the next meeting 
and present a series to be read before the group. 
Information for News Letters will also come 
from such a source. 
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The Challenge of the Future’ 


DORA V. SMITH 


 ¢ Is easy to dream dreams for Pi Lambda 
Theta to point out the new and big things 
she will do in the future. On the other hand, it 
is certain that one of the most significant con- 
tributions she will make is to keep right on 
promoting the fundamental ends for which her 
founders stood. 

In the first place, Pi Lambda Theta will con- 
tinue to weld together socially the women in 
education. As the challenge of society to the 
school increases year by year, it is of paramount 
importance that the women who serve our edu- 
cational institutions and through them the boys 
and girls of America should be socially well ad- 
justed, should be cordial in their relations with 
one another, and should live together the kind 
of balanced and animated lives which will make 
them intelligent social beings, alert in their gen- 
eral interests, broad in their sympathies, lively 
in their curiosity, and eager to appreciate and 
understand the forces at work in our country to- 
day. This they can achieve during college years 
in extended interests and broadened contacts 
through the right kind of program in Pi Lambda 
Theta. 

Pi Lambda Theta will continue also to unite 
women on our campuses in a pride in their 
profession by giving them a vision of the extent 
of influence of an education which touches every 
avenue of life today, going far beyond the realm 
of mere classroom method and standards of 
scholarship achieved. It will awaken them to a 
consciousness of the part played by women in 
the whole scheme of education and of the un- 
doubted significance of their contribution in the 
future. Furthermore, it can give them a convic- 
tion that if the influence of women in high posi- 
tions in education is to be maintained and ex- 
tended, they must prepare themselves equally 


* Epiror’s Norte: This challenge, prepared by Dr. 
Dora V. Smith, Epsilon, professor of Education, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, was the basis of much discussion 
and a source of inspiration at Council. It is given in 
the new Pi Lambda Theta leaflet. 
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with men for a professional future. They must 
ask no favors until they have met the test of 
doctoral standing. In addition, Pi Lambda Theta 
can help see to it that the right women go on 
to advanced training. Altogether too frequently 
women who do not succeed in the teaching field 
return to their institutions for further study and 
gradually accumulate enough credits for ad- 
vanced degrees. Frequently, also, women of vital 
personality and successful experience remain, be- 
cause of their very success, in some little school 
system, so busy “carrying on” that they pass up 
the chance for graduate study. It is a challenge 
to the local chapter to keep an eye on such po- 
tential leaders in the profession to see that they 
recognize their powers and understand that giv- 
ing up now, for a year or two of sacrifice, will 
mean enhanced opportunity for service in the 
future. Or it may be that Pi Lambda Theta’s 
part in the venture will be to step in with finan- 
cial aid at a crucial moment. It is amazing how 
often mere chance, the circumstance of the 
moment, or a single conversation with an inter- 
ested older man or woman tips the scale in 
favor of advanced study for younger women in 
our profession. Pi Lambda Theta could render 
systematic service in local areas by keeping track 
of the young women who combine personality, 
vision, and scholarship in such a way as to make 
advanced study pay large dividends for them and 
for the future of education in America. More 
and more, also, are being defined the age limits 
beyond which it is not profitable for a woman 
to go on to advanced study if increase in salary 
or preferment in the profession is her aim. We 
can make known that fact to our younger mem- 
bers. 

Women are sometimes accused of becoming 
expert in a narrow area of education, of having 
an eye chiefly for details. Whether the criticism 
is just or not, Pi Lambda Theta can serve its 
members in the future by giving them a con- 
sciousness of the larger problems of education in 
America which transcend in importance mere 
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classroom techniques. The recent youth studies 
and their significance for secondary education 
are a case in point. The relationship of public 
education to national and state finance, the prob- 
lems of inequality for rural and city boys and 
gitls, the danger to public education of propa- 
ganda from organized groups without the 
schools, the movements endangering the wel- 
fare of children, freedom of speech or of cur- 
riculum, public education for all, and the status 
and rights of teachers—these are matters of inti- 
mate concern to every teacher whatever her teach- 
ing field may be, although often they receive 
scanty attention in the classrooms of the train- 
ing institution. 

The quarrel between so-called professional 
and academic interests in higher education is 
still with us. In the field of teacher training, 
especially, the issues are drawn more sharply than 
ever. On the one hand, teachers in certain insti- 
tutions go out to face secondary school pupils 
with training in a narrow kind of academic sub- 
ject matter which has little to do with real cul- 
ture and less with the needs and capacities of 
boys and girls in the public schools. On the 
other hand, there are those who go out from 
still other institutions with little academic prepa- 
tation of any kind, steeped, for the most part, 
in the child and the curriculum. Pi Lambda 
Theta is an organization of scholars. In some 
institutions the scholarship average required for 
admission is higher than that maintained by 
Phi Beta Kappa. At the same time, Pi Lambda 
Theta stands for a recognition of and adequate 
preparation in professional ideals, backgrounds, 
and procedures. Its members can do much to 
bring about understanding between academic 
and professional divisions in our universities and 
to promote adequate appreciation of each. They 
can refuse to be parties to satirical and childish 
jibes by either group toward the other. They can 
disseminate information and promote attitudes 
which will make for reasonableness and under- 
standing, and they can work for the recognition 
of the real and important service each can render 
to boys and girls. 

Pi Lambda Theta is one of many educational 
organizations represented in the National Com- 
mittee on Co-ordination in Secondary Education. 


Now that the basic work of establishing her own 
organization is completed, she is in a position to 
unite nationally in the larger educational pro- 
grams under way, and to lend her influence and 
her services, through a membership representing 
both home and school, to the promotion of 
undertakings sponsored by foundations and by 
allied organizations concerned with child devel- 
opment, teacher training, or the study of the 
teacher at work. 

While Pi Lambda Theta has no desire to pro- 
mote the cause of women at the expense of that 
of the men, nor any intent to emphasize the 
rights of women to the neglect of their respon- 
sibilities, nevertheless, our organization has an 
obligation to consider the problems peculiar to 
women in education in times such as we have 
faced during the last decade. For example, the 
question of the availability for women of higher 
administrative positions in colleges and uni- 
versities, in public libraries, and in similar in- 
stitutions in America has reached a new crisis 
in recent years—so much so as to have called 
forth comment from the American Association 
of University Women. The position of dean of 
women, for instance, which has been one of the 
prizes sought by women is gradually giving way 
in our colleges before a new type of organization 
headed by a director of personnel, usually a man, 
and under him a man and a woman of lesser 
rank and salary, associated directly with the stu- 
dents. Deans of women, it is said, have often 
conceived of their functions in such narrow 
terms, that the whole area of guidance has been 
neglected, and a reorganization of duties has 
been imperative. No one knows the real answer 
to the problem. When, however, such a situation 
arises, it is within the province of Pi Lambda 
Theta to consider the issues involved, to make its 
members conscious of those issues, and to study 
the problem in as unbiased a fashion as possible, 
with a view to representing the interests of 
women fairly in relationship to the interests of 
the school or college and the students it serves. 

Again, shifts occur constantly in the types of 
educational service open to college graduates in 
the public schools. Pi Lambda Theta can do a 
real service by helping to keep women informed 
of such changes in emphasis within the program 
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of the school. We have too many English and 
social studies teachers today, and not enough 
women prepared in commercial education to 
meet the demand. The number of elementary 
school teachers with university degrees is not 
sufficient in many localities to supply the need. 
The opening up of guidance and personnel work, 
of training for recreational leadership, of spe- 
cialized needs in remedial reading, and of new 
vistas in the radio, the moving picture, and in 
visual education presents a challenge to new 
emphases in training for large numbers of 
women. Frequently those who have failed in 
preliminary training for some more regular phase 
of the teaching program are the first to try the 
newest lead. Pi Lambda Theta can help its mem- 
bers keep abreast of educational opportunities 
for which they should be preparing. 

From one point of view, Pi Lambda Theta is 
unique in the kind of professional service it can 
render to the nation, and that is in the large 
numbers of its membership now married and 
looking at educational problems from the home. 
The contribution such members are making to 
society is large and uncharted. It would un- 
doubtedly reward study by individual chapters. 
Not the least, of course, is in the care and up- 
bringing of the children in their own homes. 
Recently a report of the activities of one almuna 
member came to the central office. She serves on 
the library board in her suburban community, 
and is devoting herself to helping build up the 
children’s book collection. In that capacity, also, 
she is chairman of a committee to foster co- 
operation between school and public library. 
At the same time, during the last three years, 
she has been president of the Society of Friends 
of the Library, state chairman of the Child Wel- 
fare Committee of the League of Women Voters, 
chairman of a radio committee furnishing weekly 
programs on child care, Child Welfare chairman 
of the local Women’s Club, district speaker for 
the Parent-Teachers’ Association, chairman of 
the Plant, Flower, and Fruit Guild which takes 
fruit and flowers to underprivileged children in 
the hospitals, and vice-president of the local 
drama league. Her latest contribution has been to 
develop remedial reading programs for seriously 
retarded children. It would be a fascinating un- 


dertaking to record similarly the services of 
alumnz members in local chapters throughout 
the country. 

Education has advanced amazingly in recent 
years through the studies of pre-school children 
and their development. Pi Lambda Theta is 
rich in pre-school babies. There is no limit to 
what she might do if some means could be found 
of focussing the attention of her intelligent 
mothers upon co-operative studies of childhood 
and adolescence in which they might have a 
part without even leaving their own homes. And 
that is only one of many areas in which they are 
qualified to help. 

The educational world is prone to look upon 
parents as its greatest friends and its most seti- 
ous critics. The parent who stands in the way of 
educational progress by demanding for his child 
exactly the same kind of education which he 
had himself is perhaps as common as the one 
who looks with sympathy upon the efforts of 
the school to adjust his child’s training to the 
needs of the present day. Friendly criticism and 
progressive understanding of the school program 
by parents and by the community at large are 
among the most serious needs of education. Pi 
Lambda Theta mothers have a unique oppor- 
tunity and a peculiar responsibility to throw 
themselves into the program of the school and 
to help intelligently to interpret its problems to 
the home, and those of the home to the school. 
“Freely ye have received, freely give.” 

Recent studies of the mental health of teach- 
ers suggest grave need for investigation of condi- 
tions of living among the women in our profes- 
sion. To what extent is the unnatural and often 
a-social position of teachers in the life of the 
community, especially among those away from 
home, responsible for the present situation? 
Study of such a problem can be done much more 
objectively by members of the organization who 
are married and a part of the social life of the 
community than by the teachers themselves, It 
is a problem which affects directly the lives of 
thousands of young women starting out in the 
profession and thousands of others who have 
given to it the best years of their lives, Funda- 
mentally also it comes back like a boomerang 
upon the homes of the community from which 
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the children go to attend their classes. Is it not 
worthy of co-operative study by members of a 
professional organization interested in women 
and in teaching as a profession? 

Whatever the future of Pi Lambda Theta, it 
will be a program of service, characterized by the 





spirit of the founders who gave to us one of the 
most challenging programs ever presented to a 
group of professional women—that we show 
ourselves throughout the years “eager to serve, 
willing to learn, seeking the truth and making 
it known among men.” 





The Pan-Pacific Women’s Association 


LILLIAN B. LAWLER 


— Pan-Pacific Women’s Association met at 
Barnard College, Columbia University, Au- 
gust 22-24, 1939. As a representative of Pi 
Lambda Theta, I had the pleasure of attending 
the round table discussion; and I came away 
with a profound impression of the value of such 
an association in these days of propaganda and 
organized hatreds. The absolute impartiality, re- 
spect, and friendliness shown to representatives 
of all countries was indeed an inspiration to all 
who attended. 

Dr. Aurelia Reinhardt, President of Mills 
College, presided with good humor, understand- 
ing, and tact. Discussion was informal and ap- 
parently almost casual, but it showed a wide and 


thorough acquaintance with economic conditions 
in Japan, China, Indo-China, New Zealand, Aus- 
tralia, South America, and North America. In 
some cases the speakers were natives of the 
countries being discussed, in others the speak- 
ers were Americans. The general trend of the 
discussion was to the effect that most of the 
Pacific countries are seeking economic independ- 
ence, but that conditions inevitably keep them 
interdependent; and that that fact must be met, 
and the proper adjustments made to meet it. 


Lillian B. Lawler, of Theta, is Assistant Professor 
of Classics at Hunter College. She is also editor of 
The Classical Outlook, the publication of the American 
Classical League. 











The Editor’s Page 


use policy of the JOURNAL, so adequately de- 
veloped by the former editor, Genevieve 
Knight Bixler, and by her predecessor, Ella Vic- 
toria Dobbs, has been followed by the editor 
during the biennium, 1937-39. For the more 
complete understanding of all members it was 
summarized, presented at Council, and approved 
by the delegates. As stated below it will be the 
guide for our national publication during the 
biennium, 1939-41: 


Editorial Policy of the Pi Lambda Theta 
Journal 


1. The JOURNAL serves the following pur- 
poses: 

To inform all members of the official actions 
of the Biennial Councils and of the Executive 
Committee, including reports of officers and of 
special committees. 

To provide space for national program ma- 
terial, bibliographies and related articles. 

To provide a means of informing chapters of 
the activities and policies of other chapters. 

To give publicity to such news of members 
as may be of national interest, with special em- 
phasis upon contributions of our members to 
education in its broadest interpretation. 

2. The editor, members of the Advisory Com- 
mittee, JOURNAL correspondents and all other 
contributors serve without remuneration. 

3. Chapter officers and members, members of 
the Executive Committee and of other national 
committees are responsible for supplying ma- 
terial or for suggesting contributors to the edi- 
tor. 

4. The editor is at all times open to sugges- 
tions from any member of the organization as to 
the type of material to be published. 

5. The Biennial Council in its discussions de- 
termines the publication policy of the JouRNAL 
for the coming biennium. 

6. The JOURNAL is published quarterly in Oc- 
tober, December, March, and May of each year. 
(The Council authorized the publication of a 
fifth issue in December, 1939. It is described 
elsewhere in this issue.) 


Cost of the Journal 1937-39 


Set of mailing cards for JoURNAL 

office 
Binding of 1935-37 JOURNALS .. 
Postage for mailing of bound copies 








ESAS er eee 5.80 
Strip list of mailing list for Mrs. 
Williams, December 1937 .... 6.45 $ 98.20 
October 1937 issue (3925 copies) 
“3 BR Pan ee ee 371.75 
December 1937 issue (3965 copies) 
iP EE c3r a os Grate ats ole 309.88 
March 1938 issue (3975 copies) 
ES gs. sieves cence ta 342.08 
May 1938 issue (4040 copies) 
Pe A aie cy iva 54 ooo aie aes 375.89 
October 1938 issue (4440 copies) 
PMD (cin icin 5 Sealeecs sine was 358.68 
December 1938 issue (4500 
COPIES) 24 PARES 2.5 0 occcceces 359.72 
March 1939 issue (3800 copies) 
Eo eitlsauitic metre Oca 408.39 
May 1939 issue (4300 copies) 
MP NED. core canoes 8460505 365.99 2,892.38 
Stenographic and Postage Expense ...... 124.77 
$3,115.35 


The budget allowance for the JOURNAL is 
$3,500. It has been possible to enlarge the Jour- 
NAL, as indicated in the figures above, and still 
remain within the budget allowance. 

Our organization should express appreciation 
to the George Banta Publishing Company, Me- 
nasha, Wisconsin, for the efficient work done in 
the printing and mailing of our publication. Mr. 
Harold Haberman of that firm is exceptionally 
generous with time and ideas to assist the editor. 

The editor is grateful to the members of the 
Advisory Committee for their suggestions and 
critical judgment: Genevieve K. Bixler, Rose 
Glass, Margaret Hall, Bess Goodykoontz, Maty 
Harden, Shannon Pettinger, Beulah Clark Van 
Wagenen. 

Appreciation is also due to the presidents and 
JOURNAL correspondents of the 26 college chap- 
ters and 10 alumnz chapters who contributed in 
some way to the publication during the bien- 
nium. It would help the editor if the other chap- 
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ters presented frankly their reasons for not con- 
tributing. Copies of news letters are not, but 
should, always be sent to the editor. They usually 
make valuable contributions to the reports of ac- 
tivities and publications of members. 


Plans for 1939-1941 

In the last biennium special numbers were 
devoted to such topics as consumer education, 
health and reading. Approval of that plan was 
expressed at Council, and a tentative schedule 
of special issues has been prepared for this year 
as follows: 

December—The Education of Handicapped 
Children 

March—Preschool Education and Mental Hy- 
giene 

May—The Education of Superior Children 

It is also hoped that part of one issue may be 
devoted to the educational contributions of our 
members in work outside the profession of teach- 
ing. Participation in the educational activities of 
civic organizations has a large place in the lives 
of many Pi Lambda Thetans after marriage. 
Those and educational activities of other kinds 
will be reported. 

Chapter president, and individual members 





are urged to send to the editor names, addresses, 
and possible topics for contributors. 

Material for the various issues is due on the 
dates below: 

For the December issue—November 1 

For the March issue—February 1 

For the May issue—April 1 

If a member of the Advisory Committee is 
locally available, discuss freely with her your 
suggestions for the JOURNAL. 

E. M. F. 


Pi Lambda Theta Research Monograph 


Members will greet with satisfaction the an- 
nouncement that the organization will release in 
December its first research monograph as a fifth 
issue of the P! LAMBDA THETA JOURNAL. It will 
contain 5000 word summaries of the four win- 
ning research studies of 1938-39 and the study 
made by Frances E. Jones, who was awarded the 
$1,000 scholarship fund in 1932-33 under the 
older scholarship plan of the organization, and 
who with her committee has prepared program 
suggestions for 1939-41. 

Dr. Marion Anderson and the other members 
of the Fellowship Committee will assist the edi- 
tor in preparing the monograph for publication. 





A Pi Lambda Theta Leaflet 


j ps Executive Committee in June, 1938, au- 
thorized the preparation of a small leaflet 
describing Pi Lambda Theta. It was intended to 
be used in explaining the organization to candi- 
dates for membership, in securing for local chap- 
ters publicity on the campus, and for distribution 
to any person who may make inquiry about Pi 
Lambda Theta. The Committee who assisted the 
editor in the preparation of the leaflet were Dora 
V. Smith and Mildred Wharton. 

The history, A Quarter of a Century of Pi 
Lambda Theta, published in 1935, was the source 
of much of the material printed in the leaflet. A 


survey of membership was made for the leaflet 
by Mildred Wharton. The section “The Chal- 
lenge of the Future,” prepared by Dora V. Smith, 
is printed elsewhere in this issue. 

Ten thousand copies have been printed. 
Copies are being sent to chapter presidents in 
response to their requests. Individual copies, or 
small quantities, may be secured from the Execu- 
tive Secretary, Mrs. Kathryn McQuire Williams. 

The cost of printing the leaflets was allocated 
to the fund for publication, derived from the 
interest on one-half of the Life-membership 
Fund. 











Pi Lambda Theta 


National Association for Women in Education 
Announces Three Awards for Research 
from the Fund Known as the Ella Victoria Dobbs Fellowship 


AWARDS 


P; LAMBDA THETA announces three awards of 
$250 each, to be granted on or before May 
15, 1940, for significant research studies in edu- 
cation. 


QUALIFICATION OF CANDIDATES 


Any woman of graduate standing or any mem- 
ber or group of members of Pi Lambda Theta, 
whether or not engaged at present in educational 
work, shall be eligible for the awards. A chapter 
of Pi Lambda Theta shall also be eligible. 


SUBJECTS FOR RESEARCH 


Any subject in keeping with the National 
Study Program of Pi Lambda Theta is acceptable. 
In addition, studies on some aspect of the follow- 
ing subjects may be submitted: 

Women and Administration. 

Women and Community Life. 

Attitudes toward Women’s Sphere of Work. 

Parent Techniques with Children Between 
Early Elementary-School Age and Adoles- 
cence. 

A Community Survey of Educational Agencies 
and Factors Outside the School, Including 
Opportunities and Deficiencies. 

Only unpublished studies may be submitted 

for the award. No study granted an award, how- 
ever, shall become the property of Pi Lambda 
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Theta, nor shall Pi Lambda Theta in any way 
testrict the subsequent publication of a study 
for which an award is granted, except that Pj 
Lambda Theta shall have the privilege of insert. 
ing an introductory statement in the printed form 
of any study for which an award is made. 


SUBMISSION OF STUDY 


Three copies of the final report of the com- 
pleted research study shall be submitted to the 
Fellowship Committee by February 1, 1940, In- 
formation concerning the form in which the 
final report shall be prepared will be furnished 
upon request. All inquiries should be addressed 
to the chairman of the Fellowship Committee. 


FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 


Marion Anderson, Ginn and Company, 15 
Ashburton Place, Boston, Massachusetts, Chair- 
man. 

Margaret Hargrove, Carroll College, Wauke- 
sha, Wisconsin. 

Lillian B. Lawler, Hunter College, New York, 
New York. 

Cleo Murtland, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 

Helen M. Walker, Teachers College, Colum- 
bia University, New York. 

Florence H. Wilson, West Newton, Massa- 
chusetts. 
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News 


Eta 


FINDINGS OF THE SURVEY COMMITTEE, 
1936-1938 


As the result of checking over communications 
received from one hundred thirty-six members 
of Eta chapter of Pi Lambda Theta for the years 
of 1936-1938, the following data were found in 
regard to type of employment and place of resi- 
dence. 

The number of members employed in the 
various fields: 


a ne ee 9 ( 66%) 
Educational Administration ......... 22 (16.2%) 
eo So crrccis ec 95 ned Se 20 (14.7%) 
SE ie sichesns dee eeaenen a 6 ( 44%) 
Te aos citas sis ogin ale ton Hints Ves 71 (52.2%) 
fac: 5 ore Sisschy dnalbus oe 8 ( 5.9%) 


These workers are scattered throughout the 
United States, as follows: 


NE a ee ae 1 ( 7%) 
A Re ee 2 ( 15%) 
NS hc 5 seve. die b ere pao Sima 1 ( .7%) 
a eee ae 1 ( .7%) 
EE See eee eee 16 (11.8%) 
So ic x ees acmginri heeled 2 (1.5%) 
ed 1 ( .7%) 
ee are ee ae 107 (78.7%) 
gs cree ws Neg eie ss saeeale aaah 1 ( .7%) 
ass hl ances eas 1 ( .7%) 
I 5 sisnios cave wire Sgimints 2 ( 15%) 
NN od ad rg ae Ses 1 ( .7%) 


October, 1938. 
JEANNETTE C. WEIss, Chairman. 
MaRIE BRENEMAN. 


Ruth Cotton is assistant to the Dean, School 
of Education, University of Pennsylvania and 
Secretary of the Editorial Board of the new Edx- 
cational Outlook. 

Marion Elderton is assistant to the director, 
Division of Social Sciences, Rockefeller Founda- 
tion (since, March 1, 1939). 

Adelaide T. Illman, 30 W. Logan Street, Phil- 
adelphia, Pennsylvania, whose name is familiar 
to many Philadelphians is Editor of the Monthly 
Bulletin of the Philadelphia Association of 
Childhood Education (1937-1939). She has 





been nominated for President of this same as- 
sociation. 

Miriam Scott Lucas of Ames, Iowa, is a Re- 
search worker. Her book, “Elements of Human 
Physiology” is now in press. She has been elected 
State President of Chi Omega, and is Director, 
Ames branch, A.A.U.W. 

Elizabeth Bright McKinney, 1425 Snyder Ave- 
nue, Philadelphia, is Supervisor of Christian 
Service at the Baptist Institute for Christian 
Workers. We welcome her from Alpha Zeta 
chapter. The January, 1939, issue of the Young 
Peoples’ Leader of the American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society carried her article, “The United 
Christian Youth Movement.” 

Florence E. Thorpe is Assistant Director of 
the Illman-Carter Unit, University of Pennsyl- 
vania, She attended recently the National Asso- 
ciation for Childhood Education Convention at 
Atlanta, Georgia, where 2264 were present. On 
March 24, of this year she was elected president 
of the new Pennsylvania State Association for 
Childhood Education. 

Alma M. Rasmussen is Secretary to the Dean, 
Beaver College. Her article, “The Kind of Citi- 
zen Our Country Needs,” appeared in the maga- 
zine, Young People. 

M. Margaret Smith is a teacher of French, 
English, General Language, Civics at Manasquan 
High School. And she is still doing graduate 
work at N.Y.U. Her article, ‘““Words or War,” 
which appeared in the Modern Language Jour- 
nal, March, 1939, was very interesting. 


Theta 


The Seventeenth Yearbook of the Depart- 
ment of Elementary School Principals of the Na- 
tional Education Association has been chosen as 
one of the “Sixty Educational Books of 1938.” 
Each year this list is prepared for the American 
Library Association and the Journal of the Na- 
tional Education Association by the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, Baltimore, with the co-operation 
of more than three hundred specialists in various 
educational fields throughout the United States. 
The final selection of the 1938 list was made on 
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the basis of scorings and comments on some nine 
hundred publications. 

The Seventeenth Yearbook, devoted to 
“Newer Practices in Reading in the Elementary 
School,” was prepared under the editorial chair- 
manship of Maude McBroom of Theta chapter. 
Of the fifty authors who contributed articles 
on the teaching and supervision of reading, eight 
are members of Theta chapter. Articles by Lethal 
G. Kiesling, Elizabeth Eloise Hebel, Ruth Maria 
Moscrip, Evelyn Benzler (Tanruther), Isabelle 
MacDonald, Anna Wiecking, and Winifred 
Watts are included in the yearbook. 


Other recent publications of the members. 


Bender, Elsie Lovina, A List of Laughter 
Books for Small Children (annotated by the col- 
lege shop at Kalamazoo). 

Brink, Ida K., “We Gave an Operetta,” 
American Childhood, April, 1938. 

Johnson, Ellen V., Integration of Subject 
Matter in Elementary Grades, State Teachers 
College, Mayville, North Dakota. 

Lane, Ruth, ‘High School Mathematics, 
What, When, for Whom?” Midland Schools, 
November, 1938; “Recent Publications of Use 
to Teachers and Pupils,” Bulletin of the lowa 
Association of Mathematics Teachers, 1939. 

Lawler, Lillian B., “Lucida Vestes,”’ Ameri- 
can Philological Association Proceedings, May, 
1939; The Latin Club, Fourth Edition, Spring, 
1939. 

Middlebrook, Pearl H., Lumbering, The 
Whitman Company, Racine, Wisconsin; “The 
Place of Geography in American Culture,” Edz- 
cational Methods, March, 1938. 

Patzig, Edna, “Improvement in Children’s 
Drawings,” Midland Schools, January, 1939. 

Pease, Marion O., “Spelling Errors in the 
Letters of a Seven Year Old,” The Elementary 
English Review 15:57, February, 1938; “Spell- 
ing Errors in Social Science Notebooks,” The Ele- 
mentary English Review 16:50, February, 1939; 
“Observation and Participation in Elementary 
Schools by Student Teachers in a Small College,” 
California Journal of Elementary Education, 7: 
174-6, February, 1939. 

Pierce, Anne E., with Sarah Barrows, The 
Voice: How to Use It. 


Reed, Mary D., “Survey of Activities of Mem. 
bers of Pi Lambda Theta,” P1 LAMBDA THETA 
JOURNAL, March, 1938. 

Roberts, Mary Elaine, “Field Notes,” low, 
Bird Life. 

Samuelson, Agnes, “Co-operation Is the 
Word,” Midland Schools 53:208-9; ‘Educa. 
tion via the Garden,” Midland Schools 53:276, 
May, 1939; “Every Teacher an Art Teacher,” 
School and Society 48:98-102, July 23, 1938; 
“Implications of the Report of the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
for Certificating Bodies and Accrediting Agen- 
cies,” North Central Association Quarterly 13: 
217-20, October, 1938; “Improvement of the 
Instruction Program for 1938-39,” Midland 
Schools 53:6-7, September, 1938; “Next Dozen 
Years—Some Next Steps,’ Midland Schools 53: 
124, December, 1938; “Planning New Policies 
for Education,” Midland Schools 53:208-9, 
March, 1939; “Ways of Using Our Environ- 
ment,” Instructor 47:18, June, 1938; “Why a 
Retirement Annuity System for Teachers?” Mid- 
land Schools 53:178, February, 1939. 

Snedaker, Mabel, ““New Books for Boys and 
Girls,” Midland Schools 53:284-5, May, 1939. 

Stormes, Bernice, “Science in the Primary 
Grades,” Midland Schools. 

Wagner, Loretta Allen, ‘‘A Diagnosis of the 
Speech Needs and Abilities of Prospective Teach- 
ers,” P4.D. Thesis, 1939. 


NEws 


Lois Margaret Pennie, critic at the State Teach- 
ers College at Superior, Wisconsin, makes en- 
grossing her special hobby. She does all the 
school engrossing of diplomas and awards. Her 
engrossing was recently exhibited at a hobby 
show. Miss Pennie belongs to the Minnesota 
League of poets. She has just finished a com- 
pilation of her own writings called Pen Pi- 
tures in Poetry and Prose. 

Since January 1, 1939, Agnes Samuelson has 
been the executive secretary of the Iowa State 
Teachers Association. A few of the many activi- 
ties of interest in connection with her work are 
the preparation of the convention program, and 
educational legislation. She serves on the Edu- 
cational Policies Commission, Committee on 
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Rural Education of American Country Life of 
the American Association of School Adminis- 
trators. Her activities of interest outside her work 
are many and varied. She is chairman of the 
department of General Federation of Women’s 
clubs. On March 29, she gave an address at the 
Midwest Physical Education Association at In- 
dianapolis. 

A former member of Theta, Lillian Lawler, 
was chosen to the University of Pittsburgh Wom- 
en’s “Hall of Fame” in January, 1939. 

Miss Lawler was in charge of the Round 
Table: “General Language,” of the Ancient and 
Modern Foreign Languages program held dur- 
ing the convention of the American Association 
of School Administrators at Cleveland on Febru- 
aty 28, 1939. 

The Classical Outlook, the publication of the 
American Classical league, is edited by Lillian B. 
Lawler, assistant professor of Classics at Hunter 
College of the City of New York. She often ad- 
dresses teachers’ organizations as at the last an- 
nual meetings of the Archaelogical Institute of 
America and of the American Philological As- 
sociation. 

Ruth Lane, University of Iowa, was a table 
hostess and discussion leader at one of the din- 
ueis, and spoke at a luncheon for delegates and 
representatives at the National Council of Teach- 
ets of Mathematics at Cleveland, in February. 
Miss Lane is vice-president of the National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics, and a mem- 
ber of the Commission on the Place of Mathe- 
matics in Secondary Education. 

Helen M. Eddy, associate professor of ro- 
mance languages and head of the foreign lan- 
guage department at University high school, is 
chairman of the modern language section of the 
lowa State Teachers Association for 1939 and 
also is vice-president for Iowa of the modern 
language association of the central, west and 
south regions. 

Lois Ackerley is chairman of the division of 
“Family and Its Relationships” for the American 
Home Economics Association, 

Helen C. Davis is a member of the national 
committee on membership and maintaining 
standards of the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women. 


Wherever state educational groups meet, 
members of Theta chapter often appear on the 
program. Maude McBroom’s name appears fre- 
quently not only in Iowa but in other states. She 
spoke to the A.C.E. Group at Rochester, New 
York, attended the Progressive Educational meet- 
ing in Detroit, and the A.A. of S.A. at Cleve- 
land. She also taught at the University of Minne- 
sota last summer. 

During the past year Ruth Lane has talked 
to the following groups of teachers: 

Mathematics section of the Nebraska State 
Teachers Association at Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Mathematics section of the Iowa State Teach- 
ers Association at Des Moines, and to the dis- 
trict teachers meetings at Platteville, Wisconsin ; 
Kirkville, Missouri; and at Creston, Ottumwa, 
and Mason City, Iowa. 

She also spoke at the arithmetic conference 
sponsored by the Iowa State Teachers College 
at Cedar Falls. 


Iota 


Nineteen new members were initiated by Iota 
chapter during the nine weeks summer session 
at Indiana University. Among the nineteen were 
seniors expecting to teach as well as many teach- 
ers in active service in the grade and high schools 
of Indiana who are working toward advanced 
degrees. 

Dr. Nila B. Smith, Pi Lambda Thetan, who 
was formerly professor at I.U., is the author of 
the first and second grade readers adopted for 
use in Indiana schools this year. 


Lambda 


Pr LAMBDA THETANS PARTICIPATE IN READING 
CONFERENCE 


Pi Lambda Thetas, particularly some of our 
own Lambda chapter members, took an active 
part in the program of the Second Annual Con- 
ference on Reading for Teachers and School 
Officers of Elementary Schools, High Schools, 
and Junior Colleges, which was held at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago from June 21 to June 24. Two 
of our National Officers, likewise, were promi- 
nent among the speakers, Miss Bess Goody- 
koontz, our First Vice-President, and Assistant 
Commissioner of Education, spoke on the “Re- 
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lation of Reading to the School Curriculum.” 
The talk made by our Second Vice-President, 
Mrs. Ethel Mabie Falk, formerly Director of 
Curriculum of the Madison, Wisconsin, public 
schools, was on “Reading Readiness.” 

Lambda chapter members on the program in- 
cluded Bernice Leary, Gertrude Whipple, Evalyn 
Bayle, Grace Storm, Delia Kibbe, Helen Robin- 
son, and Mary Kelty. A former Lambdan, now 
member of the Northern Indian Alumnz chap- 
ter, Miss Hannah Lindahl, was also among the 
speakers. Dr. Dora V. Smith, Professor of Edu- 
cation at the University of Minnesota and mem- 
ber of Epsilon chapter there, gave several talks, 
leading one of the General Sessions with the 
subject, ‘‘Current Issues Relating to the Develop- 
ment of Reading Interests and Tastes,” and dis- 
cussing problems of guidance in reading at sec- 
tional meetings. 

Other talks given by members covered varied 
phases of reading from the grades through col- 
lege, touching upon problems of basic habits and 
attitudes, concepts and vocabulary, remedial read- 
ing, literary appreciation, and reading in the 
content fields. 


WHAT OuR MEMBERS ARE DOING 


The occupational activities of Lambda chapter 
members are so numerous and varied that we 
would like to be able to present each of them 
in detail. Since space will not permit this we 
shall merely offer some general statistics on the 
matter. The following records are based on 
standings up to June, 1939, including the re- 
ports from those who returned last year’s ques- 
tionnaire. 

We have at present 13 active members who are 
gtaduate students, 7 of whom are doing “in ad- 
dition” part or full time work as research as- 
sistants, writers, etc. 

Ten members, four active and six field, are 
elementary school teachers. Of these, seven are 
employed in the Laboratory Schools of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. Two of our active members 
teach both in the elementary and high school 
levels of the Laboratory Schools. A field mem- 
ber, in Hawaii, also teaches at both levels. 

High school teachers seem to make up the 
largest group of our members. Our records show 


that 28 of them are engaged in teaching various 
secondary school subjects. Of this number 21 
are active members of the chapter. 

Another large group is the one composed of 
college teachers. Here we find five active mem- 
bers and ten field members who are employed 
on teacher college staffs. Two actives and three 
field members are university professors. The lib. 
eral arts and denominational colleges claim four, 
of whom three are field members. 

Principalships are held by several of our mem- 
bers. Five active and two field members hold 
this professional status. 

Among others of our active members two are 
research assistants at the University of Chicago, 
one a psychologist with the Chicago Bureau of 
Child Study, another a psychologist and reading 
technician at the University of Chicago, and one 
is a kindergarten teacher in the Laboratory 
Schools of our own Department of Education. 
Two are on nursery school staffs. 

Two active and four field members are house- 
wives. Two active and two field members are 
supervisors of elementary schools. Two of our 
field members are librarians and another is a 
high school supervisor. One of our members is 
assistant director in the Research Division of 
the National Education Association. An associate 
editor, a secretary to a state superintendent of 
schools, and a research specialist complete our 
list. 

Among our active members we have included 
those holding life memberships. We would like 
to add that the number of field members given 
for each group represents a minimum. This re- 
port includes only the data which we have been 
able to gather during the past year. 

CAROL KINNEY KNUDSON 


Rho 


The following publications of Rho members 
were on display in the Exhibit at the Eleventh 
Biennial Council. 

Practical Procedures in Mental Hygiene, Nora 
Alice Way (order direct) 25¢, Hamilton School 
—Summit, New Jersey. 

Speech Correction, Ruth B. Manser, Prentice- 
Hall, Inc., 1937 (New York). 

Store Salesmanship, Grace Griffith (Co 
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author) Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1937. 

Beginnings in the Old World, Emma Dow- 
ling (Co-author), Macmillan, 1939. 

Early Pennsylvania Settlers, Emma Dowling, 
Thos. Nelson & Sons, 1938. 

Speech for the Classroom Teacher, Dorothy 
T. Mulgrave, Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1937. 

Safety Thru the Year (Activity Workbook), 
H. Louise Cottrell (Co-author), McGraw-Hill 
Book Co. 

Manual of Hand Work for Use in Daily Va- 
cation Schools, Emma Charlotte Hess (Co- 
author), Daily Vac. Bible School Association, 
New York. 

Progressive Aids to Catholic Education, Mary 
A. Kennedy, Macmillan. 

Brief History of the Grammar School for 
Training Christian Leaders, Clara E. Orr, Room 
401, United Charities Building, 105 E. 22nd 
Street, New York. 

“Report of the Committee on the Appraisal of 
the Experiment with the Opportunity A B C D 
Classes” (Author not given), The Brooklyn 
Teacher, April, 1939. 

“Junior High School Curriculum Revision” 
Laura Terry Tyler, Monograph 45, The Clearing 
House, May, 1937. 

Your First Year of Teaching, Marion M. 
Lamb, South Western Pub. Co., Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

“A Term Plan for Grade 6A” based on How 
the United States Became a Nation. City His- 
tory Series, Mary A. Kennedy & Dawson. Chas. 
E. Merrill Co., 381 Fourth Avenue, New 
York. 

How the United States Became a Nation, 
Mary A. Kennedy. Chas. E. Merrill Co., 1930. 


Tau 


Janice Breitwieser who completed two years 
of teaching in the school for the deaf in Cape- 
town, South Africa, is on her way home. She is 
stopping at various places along the way and 
will have made a complete circle around the 
world when she docks at California. She expects 
to attend the national convention for schools for 
the deaf in California before coming back to 
North Dakota. 

Mary Lou Heaton is permanent secretary for 


the Anti-Tubercular and Health Association in 
Newburgh, New York. 

Charlotte Graichen received her M.A. degree 
from the University of Iowa last year and is now 
head of the women’s physical education at the 
Valley City State Teachers College. 


Alpha Eta 


Eva Ammidown, head of the Biology Depart- 
ment at Boston Teachers College, this year served 
as Chairman of the Program Committee of the 
New England Biological Association. An article 
prepared by Miss Ammidown appeared in The 
American Biology Teacher in November, 1938. 

Helen Donnelly who teaches in Brookline, has 
given four talks dealing with the subject of 
“Remedial Reading” this year, at the Eastern 
New Hampshire Teachers’ Convention in Man- 
chester, May, 1938, at the Pennsylvania Superin- 
tendents and Principals Conference, July, 1938, 
a radio talk (Brookline Public Schools), Feb- 
ruary, 1939, and at the Harvard Teachers As- 
sociation, March, 1939. She also contributed an 
atticle to the September, 1938, volume of Edu- 
cation. 

Dorothy McCabe, in addition to her duties as 
lecturer in the Lesley School of Cambridge, has 
completed a survey of the “Content of Science 
Courses in Private Schools,” under the direction 
of the New England Health Education Associa- 
tion and the Massachusetts Society for Social 
Hygiene. 

Bernice Newborg has just completed a Gene- 
alogy of William Rowell, Revolutionary Soldier, 
and His Descendants. This work has been ac- 
cepted by the Massachusetts D.A.R. Copies are 
on file in the New England Historical Gene- 
alogical Society Library and the D.A.R. Library 
in Washington. 

Ruth Sleeper served as chairman of the Cur- 
riculum Committee of the National League of 
Nursing Education during this year. Miss Sleeper 
was the leader of the discussion at the January 
17 chapter meeting. 

Helen P. Smith last year substituted as an in- 
structor in the Department of English Composi- 
tion in Wellesley College. Recently she has com- 
pleted a chapter for the History of Vocational 
Guidance which the National Occupations Con- 
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ference is about to publish under the direction 
of Dr. John M. Brewer. 

Marion Wiles has spent a year rich in educa- 
tional activities. In addition to carrying on her 
supervisory work in Brockton, she has con- 
tinued her work toward the Doctor’s degree at 
Harvard Graduate School of Education. Her re- 
search topic, “Size of Handwriting Tools for 
Beginners,” is one of particular interest to ele- 
mentary educators. Miss Wiles has also con- 
tributed two articles to educational journals, be- 
ing the author of “Science, an Integral Part of 
Social Studies in the Primary Grades,” Educa- 
tional Method. December, 1938, and the co- 
author of “An Experiment in Grouping for Ef- 
fective Learning,” Elementary School Journal, 
December, 1938. 


Alpha Theta 
JANUARY MEETING 

The January meeting on “Children with Vis- 
ual Defects” was held by Celia Carpenter and 
Dorothea Jennings. 

Guest speaker for the afternoon was Miss 
Helen Appler, who teaches the sight conserva- 
tion class at Langley Junior High. She discussed 
“Sight Conservation in the Public Schools.” 

The remainder of the program was conducted 
by Dorothea Jennings, who is an authority on 
the education of the blind, and who is her- 
self a user of Braille. Sarah Morgan summarized 
the facts known about the adult blind in this 
country. Mary Ferry described a Braille resi- 
dential school. Jane Burke followed with a 
demonstration of Braille equipment. Two boys 
from the Braille School in Baltimore showed 
how Braille is written and read. 

A seventh-grade girl who attends St. Joseph’s 
Parochial school in this city, demonstrated the 
workings of the Talking Books. 

Dorothea then pulled together the main 
threads in her own subject Progressive Braille 
Education. 


FEBRUARY MEETING 


The February meeting of Pi Lambda Theta 
was devoted to a discussion of the special op- 
portunities, provided by the Washington Public 
Schools, for the crippled children of the city. 


Our speaker was Mrs. Beulah Drake, who is in 
charge of the school for crippled children, which 
is now located at the Langdon Junior High 
School. Mrs. Drake is a pioneer in this work 
with crippled children, and is fired by great en. 
thusiasm for her special field of endeavor. She 
showed moving pictures of her charges at work 
and at play, describing the various activities en. 
gaged in, thus enlarging the lives of these chil- 
dren. 

A second group led by Miss Edith Williams 
explained how their creative writing group was 
conducted, and read examples of poems and 
stories they had written. 

The third group, a creative dramatics group 
was represented by one child, who gave a short 
skit. Children talented in creative art made up 
the fourth group. Clay modeling, pastel chalk 
work, painting, and linoleum block printing 
were among their activities. 

The fifth group, the science class, demon- 
strated their activities in the field of chemistry, 
radio, and aviation. This group was led by Mrs. 
Ruth Melroy. 

The theory behind these groups is the giving 
of specialized help to children having special 
talent. 

MARCH MEETING 


Forty-five talented children furnished the pro- 
gram of the March meeting. Under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Julia Hahn, Supervising Principal 
of the third division, the children represent a 
new experiment by which special clubs have been 
conducted for gifted children in the Third Di- 
vision. 

Five groups of children classified as to talents 
were present. 


Alpha Thetans Attend American Association for 
Childhood Education in Atlanta 


The 46th Annual Convention of the American 
Association for Childhood Education was held 
in Atlanta Georgia, from April 10 to April 14, 
1939. 

Two Alpha Thetans had an active part in the 
activities of the convention. Dr. Ruth Coynet 
was appointed one of the seven national repott- 
ers for the convention. Miss Sallie Marks, one 
of our neophytes, gave a report at one of the 
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meetings on the book Intensive Study of Mathe- 
matics for the Millions, and lead a discussion on 
this topic following her report. 

Fern Bowes has been writing prolifically for 
various educational publications. In February she 
contributed an article called “The Anecdotal 
Behavior Record in Measuring Progress in Char- 
acter” to The Elementary School Journal. In 
March in the District Education Journal there 
appeared another article called “The Brightwood 
Post Goes to Press.”” In the April number of 
American Childhood was a third article, called 
“Exploring Plant Lore.” 


Central Ohio Alumnz 


In the last edition of Who’s Who Among 
American Women appeared the names of five 
members of our chapter. They are: Jessie Allen 
Charters, Ph.D. ; Esther Allen Gaw, Ph.D. ; Sada 
Harbarger; Edith M. Keller, and Virginia Sand- 
erson, Ph.D. 

Each issue of the JOURNAL last year had at 
least one article written by a member of our 
chapter. In the October issue was ‘Education 
in Chile” by Esther Allen Gaw; in the December 
issue, “Writing News for Children” by Mae Mc- 
Crory, and in the March issue, ‘Florence Ellen- 
wood Allen, Educator” by Faye Reeder, and “A 
Study in Remedial Reading” by Clara Leum. 

Pauline Bryant is serving as vice-president of 
the Journalism Association of Ohio Schools. In 
the capacity of General Chairman, she planned 
and supervised the initial meeting of the Central 
Ohio Journalism Association Conference which 
was held in Columbus on May 6. 

Edith Keeler, State Supervisor of Music of 
Ohio, was elected President of the North Central 
Music Educators Conference at the biennial 
meeting in Detroit the week of March 19-24. She 
has served the organization as a member of the 
Board of Directors, as Secretary, and as First 
Vice-President. Three thousand music educators 
attended the convention of the North Central 
which is the largest of the six sectional districts. 

Florence Kelley was elected treasurer of the 
Columbus Branch of the National Women’s 
Party. 

Dorothy King reported recently to the Colum- 
bus Elementary Principals on the Division of 


Principals Meeting of the American Association 
of School Administrators and allied organiza- 
tions held in Cleveland in the latter part of Feb- 
ruary. On April 29 at the State Conference of the 
Department of Elementary School Principals of 
the O.E.A., Dorothy participated as a leader in 
a panel discussion on the subject, “What prin- 
ciples should guide in reconstructing the ele- 
mentary curriculum.” 

Lou Labrant is constantly traveling on week- 
ends or whenever she can be relieved of her 
duties as Professor of English Education at 
O.S.U., to meet the numerous demands made 
upon her ability as a speaker, leader, and scholar. 
She is chairman of the Research Committee of 
the National Council of Teachers of English. 
Since March 1 she has spoken at English Coun- 
cil meetings in New Orleans, Spokane and Pitts- 
burgh. She has an engagement to speak to the 
Los Angeles Council on December 28, 1939. She 
was on the program of the Inland Empire, which 
is an educational association made up of five 
northwestern states. She was a consultant at the 
Progressive Education meeting in Detroit in Feb- 
ruary and spoke at the regional meeting of that 
organization in Forth Worth, Texas, the last of 
March, Last summer she was on the staff of the 
Progressive Education Association Workshop at 
Mills College, California. This summer she was 
at Northwestern University as a professor of 
education and on the P.E.A. Workshop staff. She 
is a member of the Thayer Commission on Sec- 
ondary Education and is working on the report 
on language in this connection. She is on the 
editorial staff of Educational Method, the ofh- 
cial magazine of the Department of Supervisors 
and Directors of Instruction of the National Edu- 
cation Association. 

Enid Lunn is actively engaged in developing 
an “Educational Program in Home and Family 
Living” in Toledo, Ohio, selected as representa- 
tive of a large city. One of only four in the 
United States, this community program under 
local leadership is financed by Federal and State 
Department of Vocational Education in Home 
Economics. 

Helen Martin finds inspirational the task of 
aiding people from fifteen to seventy years of 
age make personalty adjustments. She offers 
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courses of ‘Teaching the Psychology of Mar- 
riage,” ‘‘Putting Psychology to Work,” and 
“Modern Trends in Psychology” especially de- 
signed for home-women, as her part of the regu- 
lar educational program of the Y.W.C.A. Helen 
also serves on the Board of Directors of the 
South Side Day Nursery. As Chairman of the 
Educational Committee of the Nursery, she plans 
and organizes the educational program for the 
children of this poorer section of our city. 

Marie K. Mason read a paper on “Speech and 
Voice of the Hard of Hearing” before the 
American Society for the Correction of Speech 
Disorders in Cleveland on December 27. Two 
days later she served on the program of the 
National Council of Teachers of Speech meet- 
ing in the same city. The topic of her paper on 
this occasion was “Understanding Speech Visu- 
ally Through Silent Motion Pictures.” On April 
7 she also reported on “Speech and Hearing 
Problems of University Students” before the 
Ohio Student Health Conference meeting in 
Columbus. 

Mabel McDonald, Director of the Pre-School 
at Broad St. Presbyterian Church, reports an en- 
rollment of approximately ninteen students 
ranging from three to five years. She has a splen- 
didly equipped department, and is aided by two 
* regular assistants, and one student teacher from 
O.S.U. Also being Superintendent of the Begin- 
ners Department of the same church, having 
a home to manage, and a husband to take care 
of, give Mabel a full-time program. 

Elizabeth Mohr finds her work as supervisor 
of retail stores for the Omar Bakery increas- 
ingly interesting. Teaching and training inexperi- 
enced girls as capable employees constantly chal- 
lenges her. Elizabeth’s services were required 
for two weeks in Milwaukee to “set the wheels 
humming” by a reorganization of departments. 

Myra Walker, Vice-president of the Women’s 
Guild of the Columbus Consumers Co-operative 





was sent as a voting delegate from this region 
to the Annual Congress of Central States Co. 
perative League which met in Hull House in 
Chicago during the latter part of April. She 
serves on the Board of Directors of the Co. 
operative Credit Union of Columbus, and is 
keenly interested in the formation of a regional 
Women’s Guild for the Ceneral States includ- 
ing Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan. 

Amalie Nelson presented four lectures last 
fall on ‘‘Child Training” to members of the 
First Community Church and of the First Con- 
gregational Church. In March at the Ohio In- 
stitute of Family Relations which met at O.S.U, 
she directed one of the interests groups dis- 
cussing the “Emotional Development of the 
Child.” 


Indianapolis Alumnz 


Each year Belle C. Scofield, Assistant Di- 
rector in Charge of Art Education in the Indian- 
apolis Public Schools, makes many contributions 
to the life of the community. Her talks on 
Egypt, Mexico, Spain and Art are in great de- 
mand for assembly programs and Parent-Teacher 
groups. She helped the American Association of 
University Women in the Book and Toy Exhibit 
at Ayres with puppets and block printing. 

Marty Reed, Assistant Director of the Division 
of Teaching, Indiana State Teachers’ College, 
works with student teachers on the Elementary 
Curriculum and with supervising teachers in 
developing the instructional program of the 
school. 

Miss Reed numbers among her publications 
and addresses, “Teaching Literature in the 
Intermediate Grades,” “The Intermediate Coun- 
cil,” Logansport, Indiana, “Some Vocational 
Considerations for the Girl Who Is Graduating 
from High School.” 

She was a visiting lecturer for Boston Univer- 
sity fhis summer. 
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Announcements 


American Education Week 1939 


HE 1939 American Education Week ob- 
se will be held November 6-11, 1939. 
“Education for the American Way of Life’’ is 
the general theme. As in previous years the 
National Education Association has prepared 
materials to assist schools in planning for this 
observance including colorful posters, leaflets, 
stickers, and packets containing special folders 
for the different school levels prepared by field 
committees in various sections of the United 
States. Useful alike to the classroom teacher, 
principal, superintendent, or American Educa- 
tion Week committee. Early planning will help 
you make your observance most effective. For 
complete information, write National Education 
Association, 1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Wash- 
ington, D.C. 


Annual Pi Lambda Theta Dinner 


The annual Pi Lambda Theta dinner, held in 
conjunction with the meetings of the American 
Association of School Administrators, is sched- 
uled for Sunday evening, February 25, 1940, at 
St. Louis, Missouri. Helen S. Lane, 1083 Purdue 
Avenue, of the St. Louis Alumnz chapter, is in 
charge of arrangements. Full details will appear 
in the December issue of the JOURNAL. 


Social Services and the Schools 


National Education Association, American As- 
sociation of School Administrators, Educa- 
tional Policies Commission. Social Services 
and the Schools. Washington, D.C.: the Com- 
mission, 1939. 147 p. 

School-community relationships is a subject 
of much comment these days. The newer philos- 
ophies of education, as well as the multiplicity 
of agencies with which the school must deal, 
make them a matter of perennial importance. 
Latest contribution in this field is the Educa- 
tional Policies Commission’s publication Social 
Services and the Schools, dealing with the 
schools’ relationships with public health, wel- 
fare and recreation agencies and public libraries. 
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Most interesting proposal of the Commission 
is that a single board, a public education author- 
ity, would manage and co-ordinate all public 
educational activities in the community, includ- 
ing school, library and recreation services. 

To pave the way for unification of these serv- 
ices, the report proposes that communities sup- 
porting several unrelated recreational agencies 
establish a recreation commission in order to 
promote co-ordination of programs and use of 
facilities. Contracts between school and library 
authorities for joint use of resources are also 
recommended. 


Educational Bills Before Congress 

Bills not acted upon at the end of the first 
session of any Congress remain technically in a 
state of suspended animation until the second 
regular session begins, when they resume their 
former status without the necessity for re-in- 
troduction. Approximately 50 bills relating to 
education are thus awaiting next January’s re- 
sumption of the 76th Congress sessions. The 
special session now in swing is not expected 
to consider anything except neutrality legisla- 
tion. 

Most discussed educational measure awaiting 
action is the federal aid for education bill, on 
the Senate calendar for action but still in com- 
mittee on the House side. Before the ending 
of the last session, two minority reports oppos- 
ing the proposed legislation were issued, one by 
Senator Robert A. Taft (Rep., Ohio) and 
the other by Senator David I. Walsh (Dem., 
Massachusetts). Chances for passage of the 
measure are considered to depend on the ac- 
tive backing that President Roosevelt may give 
to it. 

In this connection, it is rumored that the 
date for the next meeting of the White House 
Conference on Children in a Democracy may 
be advanced from its scheduled date in April, 
1940, where a 200-page report now being pre- 
pared by a staff of eleven specialists is to be 
presented, with the possibility of having some 
bearing on the federal aid for education bill. 
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More New Educational Projects 

Three new and one projected educational 
project are joining many which are delving into 
educational problems. 

The first is a study of the best methods of 
teaching citizenship, being made by the Edu- 
cational Policies Commission, with a grant of 
$30,000 from the General Education Board. 
A special staff has been organized, headed by 
William G. Carr, secretary of the Commission, 
as director, and G. L. Maxwell, on leave of 
absence from the University of Denver. Plans 
include not only an investigation of current prac- 
tices in civic education but also a program of 
publicity of the findings concerning the most 
promising of these practices. 

The Carnegie Corporation has made a grant 
of $75,000 to the American Council on Edu- 
cation for a National Commission on Teacher 
Examinations, made up of school superintend- 
ents from a number of localities, to develop and 
administer examinations to new applicants for 
teaching positions, and to act as a center of in- 
formation concerning all types of such examina- 
tions. Headed by Alexander J. Stoddard, super- 
intendent of schools in Philadelphia, the com- 
mission plans to give examinations in twelve 
cities on March 29-30, 1940, after their develop- 
ment in the meantime. Such quick implementa- 
tion may set a new speed record for educa- 
tional projects. 

On a more deliberate scale is the launching 
of a two-year study of college and university 
education for Negroes, approved by Congress 
and conducted by the United States Office of 
Education. The study will include both the 
higher education needs of Negroes in various 
communities and the educational offerings of 
Negro colleges and universities with a view to 
determining the adequacy of the programs of 
these institutions to meet the needs of the vari- 
ous communities served. Dr. Fred J. Kelly, Chief 
of the Higher Education Division, and Dr. Am- 
brose Caliver, Specialist in the Education of 





Negroes, have been named director and assog 
ate director. Cost of the survey will be $40,04 

A Committee on Policy appointed by i 
American Association of Junior Colleges 
cently held a two-day meeting in Atlantic 
and formulated plans for a four-year study 
terminal education for the vast majority of § 
150,000 students annually enrolled in jung 
colleges who will not continue their educatig 
beyond the two years of the junior colleg 
Funds to support this study are hoped 
from sources particularly interested in this 
of investigation. 

Radio Activities 

Continuation for an indefinite period of 
weekly series on conservation called “Whi 
Price America?” is announced by the Rada 
Section of the Department of the Interior. Mg 
than thirty programs have already been gives 
with 93,277 requests having been received % 
to September 23 for the conservation boo 
offered free during the broadcasts. A develog 
ment of great interest to workers in education 
radio is the application of a new technique f@ 
this type of broadcast, adopted after the 
tieth program, which has resulted in the higg 
est returns yet received. This technique is de. 
scribed rather mysteriously as ‘‘the creative treag 
ment of actuality,” which in simpler terms meat 
the discarding of the usual sugar-coating d 
vices used widely on educational programs, sud 
as historical dramatizations, weaving in of stom 
plots, etc., and the presentation of facts them 
selves, interest being created by giving life & 
the facts through making vivid their relation 
ships to human lives and problems. The fits 
such program, using sound effects of water if 
the form of rain and rivers, illustrated the ef 
fect of water or its absence in the lives Of 
Americans in different parts of the nation and 
made a memorable description of reclamation 
projects. “What Price America?” is heard eve 
Saturday over approximately one hundred 
lumbia stations at 1:30 P.M. EST. 
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